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Foreword

In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Giver of Mercy

All praise is due to Allah, and may His peace and blessings be upon
the Messenger Muhammad, his family, his companions, and those
who followed their guidance.

In Masjid al-Nabawi, our brother Imran bin Ebrahim read
to me that which he has written regarding the evidences thart affirm
the Highness of Allah (a/-'Uluw) and Him rising over His throne
(al-Istiwa’) in a manner that befits His majesty, without resembling
Him to His creation. I found his work to be of benefit to every
Muslim who seeks to learn his religion as well as an educated person
because one cannot be without such knowledge.

Imran is someone I consider to have strong ambition in
seeking knowledge and a determinartion to spread the beliefs and
creed based on the Qur'an and Prophetic Sunnah with the
understanding of our pious predecessors. This is my good suspicion
of him and we don't praise anyone in the sight of Allah.

The issue regarding the Highness of Allah has been argued
by many people even though it is one of the most clearest and
important matters of belief. However, this brief explanation will
clarify how a person's Islam cannot be complete unless he believes
in this matter.

The evidence for the Highness of Allah has reached the
level of absolute acceptance in number of narrations. Imam Ibn al-
Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said that the evidences
for affirming the Highness of Allah has over 2000 proofs. He

mentioned in his work al-Nuniyyah,

Oh People! We swear by Allah the Majestic that our
statement, has not 1000 proofs to affirm it, rather 2000!
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His throne and that he is separate and distinct from His creation,
1S thro ¢ |
Furthermore, there were other scholars confused about thjg

matter until Allah guided them to understand that He is above His
creation. Among such scholars was Imam Abu Muhammad gl

Juwainy (d.438 H - may Allah have mercy on him), who wrote in
his work affirming that Allah is above, and has risen above His

throne. He said: |
[ had spent a period of time being confused in understanding

shree matters: the attributes of Allab, that He is above, and
regarding the letters and sounds in the Noble Quran. I was
utterly confused between the different opinions that existed in
contemporary books, which were: interpreting and changing
the meaning of an attribute; mentioning an attribute and
staying silent; affirming an attribute without interpreting it;
negating the meaning of an attribute; and likening the
creation to Allab or Allah to the creation.

[ found the texts of the Quran and Sunnab of the
Messenger # clearly discussing the truth regarding the
attributes of Allab, the belief that He is above His throne, and
the topic of how to understand letters and sounds. I noticed
that the later scholars from amongst the theological logicians
interpreted the belief that Allah has risen above His throne
(al-Istiwa’) to mean ‘the one that subdues’ (al-Qahr) or takes
over' (al-istila’) His throne; His descent (al-Nuzul) to mean
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His command descending’ (Nuzul al-amr); His two hands to
mean 'His two powers’ or ‘two blessings;,” and "His coming’ to
mean the coming of truth to one's Lord,, and things similar to
that. I then found them interpreting Allah’s speech to mean
internal speech without any sounds or letters and that these
letters were a manifestation of what's internal.

Some of those who viewed these opinions were some of
the most respected scholars whom I cherished dearly and had a
place in my heart because they were from the scholars of Figh
among the Shafiiyyah who were also Ash'ariyyah, and the
school of Imam al-Shafi'i (may Allah be pleased with him)
was the school from which I learned the obligations and
rulings of my religion.

I found senior and respected scholars of the school
holding such opinions, and they were from my very own
teachers. I had put my full belief in them due to their virtue
and level of knowledge. With all of this, my heart still wasn't
satisfied with their interpretations. I felt disturbed and felt
like I was in darkness. I felt my chest constricted and did not
feel comfort. I was drowning in my confusion and was restless.
I used to be afraid to affirm that Allah was above, that He
rose above His throne, and He descends in fear that I would be

Jfalling into likening Him to the creation. Given all of this,
while I researched I found that the texts of the Quran and the
Sunnah of the Prophet % indicated and affirmed the realities

of these exact meanings | used to negate.
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[essenger 32 being clear in descripi,, .
[ found the Messenger = - “7ibing b,

s in the Pmp}gg[j = gzztbermg there sat th,

the ignorant, the intelligent, the local, ¢,

Lord. I knew tha

holar,
nob[é’: fl]e A 3 P v r
bedouin, and the cude. I didn’t find a single instanc, that

uld eritique the 1S that would zz'e.\-n‘ibf:’ Allah. T,
wasn'’t a single text that 1 cou/n.’ find which -‘/J(.)u'ed o
apparent meaning that mu[’d be 7'61.72f€7p7 eted from jts literg]
understanding. There wasn t anything I could find that g fo
the interpretations of my teachers and scholars, the theologica)
logicians, who said that ‘Allab rising over His throne' mean
"Ullab took over his throne, or "Allah’s descends’ to meay His
command descends,” etc.

I have yet to find a report in which the Prophet =
warned people from literally understanding what be described
Allah with, that He is above, He has two hands, and other
descriptions. Nor has it been narrated from him that these
attributes have other hidden meanings from the apparent
textual connotation. For example, their understanding of His
Iofty position’ (instead of He is above) and 'the hand of
generosityor 'His power’ (instead of His hand ), etc.

Abu Muhammad al-Juwainy then quotes a number of verses and

ahadith, which Imran mentions, that prove that Allah is above and
rose over His throne, and then he says:

! found that whe, Allab wanted to bring the Messenger to
Him in al Ira’ 1) M

raj, He ascended him from one beaven
Lo .
the next until he was s, near to Allah that it was like 'the
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distance of two bow lengths or nearer’ (alNajm 53:9). T
read the hadith of the Prophet % when he asked the slave girl,
where is Allah?' She responded, above the heavens.” The
Prophet $ did not negate what she said so the companions
who were present would never be left confused about this
matter. He in fact affirmed what she said and told them, free
her because she is a believer' (Narrated in Sabibh Muslim).

He concluded by saying,
If we only knew all of this and believed in it we wouldn't be
affected by doubtful interpretations, spurious negations,
ignorantly likening Allah to His creation or likening His
creation to Him. We simply needed to affirm Allab's
ascendance, that be has risen above His throne and He is
above His creation - all of this in a matter that befits His

status and majesty...”

Also Hafidh al-Dhahabi mentions in his book, al- Uluw lil-alyy al-
Ghaffar with an authentic chain of narration that shaykh Abu Ja'far
al-Hamadany attended the gathering of Abu al-Ma'aly al-Juwainy
(d. 478H) while he was talking about negating the attribute of
Allah being above (a/- Ulnw).
Abu al-Ma‘aly said,
‘Allab existed without the throne, and He now exists in the
same state.’ So shaykh Abu Jafar al-Hamdany told him, 'Ob
teacher, let’s leave talking about the throne - tell us about
something that every one of us by default feels in his heart.
There is not a single person who knows Allah that when he
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supplicates to him saying 'O Allah! except his heart by defaul;
turns to the heavens. His heart doesn't look to bis right noy ; 3
lefi, so how do you negate something that our hearts by

necessity turn to?’ Abu al-Maaly started rubbing i bm 4
and said 'Al-Hamadany has confused me! Al- -Hamadany p;

confused me!’

In conclusion, this book even though small in size in reality is
grandiose in its objective. It is full of benefit and filled with
evidences from the Qur'an and Sunnah, statements of the earlie;
scholars, and the views of the four imams of the madhahib (may
Allah have mercy upon all of them).

We ask Allah by His beautiful names and lofty attributes
that He benefits all the Muslims with this book, that he establishes
an evidence for them and removes excuses, and to multiply the
reward for the one who wrote and gathered it. We ask Allah to
gather us all among the scholars of guidance and those who aided in
truth, and to make us firm on our religion until we meet Him. He is
the Protector and the Most Capable.

Khilid bin ‘Abdullah bin Ibrahim al-'Afifi
18/8/1433 H

Translated by - AbdulHasib Noor
8/9/1433 H
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INTRODUCTION

All praise is due to Allih and to Allih alone, We praise Him, we
scck His assistance and we ask for His forgiveness. We seck refuge
with Allah from the evils of our souls and from the evils of our
actions. Whomsoever Allih guides, none can misguide, and
whomsoever Allah leaves to go astray, none can guide. I bear
witness that there is no deity that has the right to be worshipped
cxcept Allah, and | bear witness that Muhammad (may the peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) is His slave and the seal of
Prophers and Messengers,
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“O you who believe! Fear Allih as He should be feared and

die not except in the state of al-Islim.””
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“O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from
a single person, and from him He created his wife, and from

them both He created many men and women, and fear Allih
through Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and (do

TIAL Tmrdn %:102)
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Introduction

not cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allzh ;,
Ever an All-Watcher over you.””

Lo o f 2 %
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“O you who believe, keep your duty to Alldh and fear Him,
and speak (always) the truth. He will direct you to s
righteous good deeds and will forgive you your sins. Anq
whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger (may the peace
and blessings of Allih be upon him) he has indeed achieved 4

great achievement.”®

Indeed the best speech is the speech of Allih, and the best
guidance is the guidance of the Propher £. The worst of affairs
are the newly invented matters, for every newly invented marter is
an innovation, every innovation is misguidance and every
misguidance is in the fire.

To proceed,

When Allah, the Most High wishes good for His slaves,
He blesses them with knowledge and grants them the ability w
act upon that which they have learnt.. He then, by His Mercy and
Grace, honours them by making them callers to His way, thus

establishing the oneness of Allih and the Sunnah’ of His
Messenger Muhammad 4.

> [an-Nisi 4;1]
¢ [al-Ahzib 33:70-71]

7 . . 5 is
The Sunnah is that which has been narrated about the Prophet = from h
statements, his actions, and his tacit approvals.
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Mu’awiyah 4 narrates that the Prophet # said,
ol agidy Vps g il 3y e
“If Allih wants good for a person, he gives him the

understanding of the religion.”®

Islim strongly emphasises the importance of knowledge, as it is a
path of knowing Allah, the Most High, and of understanding His
Divine Oneness. The sign of a believer is that he is acquainted
with his religion and is constantly increasing his knowledge about
subjects that benefit him, and he is eager of all that is good, as
well as the gatherings wherein it is detached. Numerous Quranic
verses and ahadith? encourage one to pursue an active interest in
seeking knowledge, acting by it and then benefitting the whole of
humanity by calling to its way.

Uthmin (may Allih be pleased with him) narrates that
the Prophet (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

said,
“The best of you are those who learn the Qurin and teach

it 710

The message from this hadith is truly profound. The Prophet %
explains how the people of knowledge are like the leaders of this

8 Sahih al-Bukhiri (1/25 hadith 71).
9 Ahadith is the plural of Hadith. Hadith refers to narrations which have been

reported to us regarding the statements, actions and tacit approvals of the
Prophet #.
10 §ahih al-Bukhiri (6/192 hadith 5027).
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world, they are the lights and lamps, and they have bef:n p.referred
above everyone else. The reason behind this lofty s‘tatlon. is down
to three important matters; their knowledge, their actions and
their call. This is because the people of knowledge by the
permission of Allah direct the inhabitants of this world to the
only way of happiness, they guide them to the means of salvation,
they lead them to that which pleases Allah 35 and His Mercy, and
keep them far from that which evokes His Anger and
punishment. This is why they are referred to as the heirs of the
Prophets and the reason as to why Allah has made the path tw
paradise easy for them.
Abu Hurairah s narrates that the Prophet # said,

M&@;w&\w‘w@w@@;w‘y
“Whoever traverses a path to gain knowledge, Allih will make

his path to paradise easier.”!!

There are numerous branches of knowledge and sciences a person
can strive to gain. However, the hearts of the creation do not
yearn for anything more precious, beautiful and important than
knowing about Alldh, the Creator of the heavens and the earth,
His beautiful names and His lofty attributes.

Imam Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah (may Allih have mercy
on him) said,

ety Wbl Ll Byme Al oo ool ¢ s U1 B 14 x> oy
Byag WM 1 e Vg colis Ay 4t Aol LUy (4 Tty 0S5y

'l Sahih Mulsim (4/2074 hadith 2699).
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“There is nothing the souls need greater than knowing about their
Creator, how to love Him, remember Him, be pleased with Him and
how to bring themselves closer to Him, except by knowing about His
uttributes and names. Every time the slave increases in knowledge of
the names of Allah and His attributes, he becomes more
knowledgeable of his Creator, increases his zeal to gain more
knowledge about Him and becomes closer to Him. And every time he
turns away from the names and attributes of Allah, he becomes more
ignorant of his Creator, increases in hatred of Him and finds himself

more distant from Him. .

Every Muslim is obliged to seek knowledge about Allah. Knowing
Allih is a very important part of our relationship with Him, it
makes a person love as well as fear Him, it helps one place their
crust in Him, increasing sincerity in all actions. This is the essence
of human happiness. There is no other way of knowing Allah
except by knowing His most beautiful names and understanding
their meanings.

However, if we do not know the right course, we can
never reach our destination. Any erroneous approach to knowing
Allah is a major contributor to either distancing a large number of
people from accurately getting to believe in Allah, or expelling
oneself from the religion of al-Islim. Thus, when acquiring
knowledge on the names and attributes of Allah, it is pivotal that
every Muslim understands that the only possible way for the

'2 al-Kifiyah ash-Shafiyah fil-intisar lil-firqatin-ndjiyah (1/17).
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creation to know about their Creator is from the Quran, which is
the Speech of Allih, and the Sunnah of His Messenge:
Muhammad #.
Sheikh Muhammad bin Salih al-‘Uthaimeen (may Allzh
have mercy on him) said,
J 4 e Y gd il Ji Y Rddg S A Olde cdmldl sae)
rdb A 4y wal sl JB g o Dty oS0 J b Y e
OT A1 jobesy Y (BB dguy 4 ddog ol i & iy & Y] Bl Ciooy ¥)
(Ses
“The seventh principle: The attributes of Allih are only known by
way of the Qurin and the Sunnab, there is no place for intellect. We
do not affirm for Allih anything from the attributes except that
which the Qurin and the Sunnah have affirmed. Imam Ahmad may
Allah have mercy on him said, ‘Allih is not to be described except
with that with which He Himself and His Messenger 3 have

described Him with. We do not exceed the boundaries of the Quran
and the Sunnah.”™

The ‘aqidah’® of AhlusSunnah wal-Jama’ah'> with regards to the
names and attributes of Allah has been mentioned by all of the
scholars of the past and present. It is a creed that is instilled in the
hearts of all the believers, a creed that should be written in gold

- = 1=L" )= el = i s S
13 5]-Qawa’id al-Muthla fi sifatillahi ta’ala wa asmaihi al-husna 1/28.

14 Aqidah means creed and belief.
15 Ahlussunnah wal-Jama’ah are t .
of the Prophet 38 and then unite u

. .
congregation of the Muslim

he people who follow the authentic traditiong
pon their belief by sticking to the
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ink, kept in a gold container and placed in a palace made out of
gold.

Sheikhul-Islim Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allih have mercy on
him) said,

Uiy 4 4oy Wy il AST G a4 Cioy 8 O cdL DY o
A0k Osad b R Yy eSS 18 g Je Yy g f b e et
[11 :y021] { pdt gl 539 ¢ o S e }
“And from having faith in Allah is to believe in those attributes with
which Allah has described Himself with and with which the Prophet
& has described Allah with. This must be affirmed without distorting
the meaning,'® without negating it,” without asking how it is,"® and
without likening it to the creation.'® Rather the belief should be that
Allah is how He mentioned Himself in the Qurin when He said:
There is nothing like unto Him and He is the All-Hearer the
All-Seer 2021
Many deviated groups have arisen in regards to the names and
attributes of Allah, the Most High. Some have negated that which
Allah and his Messenger # have affirmed either in its totality, or
have affirmed that which conforms with their intellect and desires

and negated that which does not, whilst others have likened Allih

'¢ Tahreef- To distort either the text, the meaning, or both the text and the
meaning.

"7 Ta’teel- To negate the intended meaning,

'® Takyeef- To ask how (the attribute is).

" Tamtheel- To liken (Allih to His creation).

% [ash-Shuri 42:11]

*! al-‘Aqidatul-Wasitiyyah 1/57.
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o 1is creation, and others have deviated in numerous o
1T
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Imam by Qayyim al-Jawziyyah (may Allah have merq,

on him) said regarding the belief of AhlusSunnah wal-Jama’ah, ’
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“The affirmer says: We say regarding it that which our Lord has said
and. that which our Messenger % has said. We describe Allah with
that with which He has described Himself with, and that with which
His Messenger has doscribed Him with, without distorting the
meaning nor rejecting it, and without making it similar to that of the
creation or likening it in any way. Rather we affirm for Allah that
which He has affirmed for Himself from His names and His
attributes, and we negate for Him all shortcomings, defects and
similarities with the creation. Affirmation without negation.
Exaltation without rejection. Whoever likens Allgh ro His creation
has certainly disbelieved, and whoever rejects or negates that which
Allih has described Himself with has certainly disbelieved. And there
is not the slightest bit of likening Him with His creation in that with
which Allah and His Messenger £ have described Allah with, for the
one who likens Allih to His creation is a worshiper of an idol, and
the one who negates His attributes is the worshipper of nothing, and
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the monotheist worships one God, Who is the Self Sufficient, there is
nothing like unto Him and He is the All Hearer the All Seer.”**

Sheikh Muhammad bin Salih al-‘Uthaimeen (may Allah have
mercy on him) said whilst explaining the ‘aqidah of AhlusSunnah
wal-Jama’ah,
1l WS wlivg & el 3 ey b
“Their way (AblusSunnah) with regards to the names and attributes
of Allah is as follows:
4 J}.d) oLd ‘.,;LG jf cd.g\.:gé andd 4 azdi L ol ‘5@3 futi iy é = "ﬂji
e Y (ST b g ool Yy S b 0 2
Firstly - Regarding affirmation: they affirm that which Allah has
affirmed for Himself in His book, or upon the tongue of His
Messenger %, without distorting the meaning, rejecting it, asking
how it is and likening it to the creation.
Sl o gl AlS G a5 A 0B Lo (B ogely b e @ — Lk
b d o JleS g @malizs) as o dlg)
Secondly - Regarding negation: their approach is to negate everything
Allih has negated for Himself in His book, or upon the tongue of His
Messenger 4, whilst simultaneously holding the belief of affirming the
perfection of its opposite for Allah.

g dghly sy e lS 4D il 6315 & W] Yy i 3§ b — W
Wl (all3 9y9 aal wigdy Yy Wigeds b aladl § Bl Ad ey ad (M

22 -
al-Kafiyah ash-Shifiyah fil-intisar lil-firqatin-nijiyah 1/20.
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Thirdly - Regarding the issues that have neither been negated, p,,
have they been affirmed from that which people have disputed abyy,
such as the body, or Allah occupying a certain space or position, an,
the like: AblusSunnab’s methodology in regards to this is that they
refrain from speaking about these issues. They do not affirm, nor 4,
they negate due to the fact that nothing has been mentioned regarding
them. As for the meanings of these, then they ask for them to be
elaborated. If these issues consist of falsehood, they refute them and
declare Allah free from these imperfections. And if they consist of

truth that doesn’t contradict what they know about Allih, then they
accept them.

Jaij cultha:j‘ JAi o .!a_.ajj\ d}a\ Cat) ca.g-‘}h E.E.b.u\ &? Z.Egjhj\ GJA_}

el
This is their methodology and it is obligatory to take this approach. It

is the middle way between the people who deny the attributes and the
people who liken Allih to His creation.

This is what is required from the slaves of Allah when acquiring
knowledge about Allih, His names and His artributes.

If the above guidelines are strictly adhered to, the
Muslim, by the permission of Allih, will have the correct ‘aqidah
with regards to the names and attributes of Allih and will be
upon that which the Prophet #, his companions, and the
consensus of the pious predecessors were upon.

23 Fathu Rabbil-Bariyyah bi Talkhees al-Hamaweyyah 1/15-16.
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From the many names and attributes of Allih reported by
the Quran and Sunnah, T have decided to compile a small treatise
pertaining to 2 question asked by our beloved Prophet # to a
slave girl, testing her in her religion and her belief.

Mu’awiyah bin al-Hakm as-Sulami % said,
ol 130 a3 Calbld ity -l 1B L L £y Dyl il
S wshal WS Caul @1 (& o oy Uly et e Bliy cad W8

ol &) Jyesy U I8 o I3 b B ) Jpuny cih IS 4S5
Je celowd! ‘=§ eJe «?a&\ ‘_'ﬁj» B Jad (s 4.'.'.:3{3 «\& L_é:"ﬂ» Je QL,@j.-;;i

Wage B (\gixely 1JB () Jguy il 1B (SUT oy
“I had a slave girl who used to herd sheep for me by the side
of Uhud and Jawwaniya. One day I happened to pass that
way and found that a wolf had carried a sheep from her herd.
I am after all, a2 man from the posterity of Adam. I felt sorry
as they (human beings) feel sorry so I slapped her. I came to
the Messenger of Allih # and felt (this act of mine) as
something grievous. I said, ‘Messenger of Allah, should I not
grant her freedom?” He (%) said, ‘bring her to me,” so I
brought her to him. He said to her, ‘where is Allah?’ She said,
"He is above the heavens.” He said, ‘who am I?’ She said, ‘you
are the Messenger of Allih.” He () said, ‘grant her freedom

for she is a believer.’” %

In this hadith, the Prophet # examined the slave gitl in regards to
her religion and her belief concerning Allah. The slave girl

————

* Sahih Muslim 1/381 Hadith 537.
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correctly answered the questions asked by the Pro
thus set free by her master Mu’awiyah .
Therefore, the focus of this treatise is the belief of
AhlusSunnah wal-Jama'ah regarding where Allah, the Lord of the
heavens and the earth is, their evidences for their beliefs from the
Quran, Sunnah, statements of the sahibah,? consensys of the
Muslims and the statements of the pious predecessors.
Thus, this treatise will cover the following by the permission
of Allah;
1) The “Aqidah of AhlusSunnah wal-Jama’ah
2) Evidences from the Qurin
3) Evidences from the Sunnah
4) Statements of the sahibah 4
5) The consensus of the Muslims
6) Statements of the four Imams (may Allih have mercy on
them)
7) Statements of the pious predecessors (may Allih have

phet 3 ang -

mercy on them)
8) Allah being with His creation
9) Allah descending

[ ask Allih to make this effort of mine sincerely for His sake and
pray that he guides those who have deviated fronT the c;)rrc::
path, | pray to Allih that He makes this book an cvulcncc' Orhis
and not against us and that He unites us with the I"rOP%‘“Lﬁ’Vcn‘
companions and the pious predecessors in the highest he:

4 ‘ . 1 ;Jlld
P i ile believing in hin
5 [he Sababah are those who met the Prophet % while be b

his nessage and then dying upon al-Islim,
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CHAPTER 1

THE 'AQIDAH OF AHLUSSUNNAH
WAL-JAMA'AH

AhlusSunnah wal-Jama’ah believe that the highness of Allah is
categorised into two categories;

1) The highness of His attributes

2) The highness of His Self

Sheikh Muhammad bin Salih al-‘Uthaimeen (may Allih have
mercy on him) said regarding the Highness of Allahs attributes,

:\{J-«fij Sy Jl 4'353 Y JWS o oo b & olasd (il e Ll

Aty Jldt Slew o al ( gllly Ul Oldo (0 IS sl
“And as for the meaning of the highness of His attributes, it means
that there is no attribute of perfection except to Allah belongs what is
more perfect and more complete, whether it is an attribute such as

honour or overpowering, or attributes such as beauty and
Cd])dbi/it)/. 26

Allah the most High said in the Quran,
.3y /'"’/’ /E'"'JE"‘.I :/"“ P
sl et 5y N Jaedl b

% Fathu Rabbil-Bariyyah bi Talkhees al-Hamaweyyah 1/39.
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1. The ‘Agidabh of AhlusSunnah wal-Jama'ah

“And for Alldh is the highest description. And He is the )
Mighty, the All Wise.”? -

Everyone who affirms the names and attributes of Allih, whethe,
completely or partially agree with the highness of His attributeg,
The difference between AhlusSunnah wal-Jama’ah and Ah]yl.
Bid’ah? with regards to the highness of Allah is the second
category; the highness of Allah’s Self. Imam Ibn Qayyim al-
Jawziyyah (may Allih have mercy on him) says concerning this,
;gbdsléjl;&ngwwjuwfywﬁ‘jféﬁﬁ‘aldjﬁj
T ) @IS ey &) S iy gl o 6 w13 3 Yy caild
Oy ) zm ¢ o)W dl sbedl oo oY1 3 &y 4] 29 J15 S
Cb)“ Oly (ddl> ) d! 4z & il d}"’) dfj 4l J! PV{NE cé) c,.L\
A g S aily cly ou Gy ade 208 B4 e Al ) dmeas pusgll
o oy 0l ISy cragll Ofy oW1 W1 sy a3l G
M) 92 Al BB ke o5 gl ] ad 5 AlLL! sl O LI
sl S e
“We say; Indeed Allah is above the skies, raised above His throne,
separate from His creation. There is nothing from Himself within the
creation, nor is there any of the creation within Him. To Him the

Most High ascends the good words, and the angels and spirits ascend
to Him. He controls the affairs from above the heavens 1o the earth

27 [an-Nahl 16:60]
% Ahlul-Bid’ah are the people of innovation, they are those whe have
introduced things into the religion of al-Islim by using their own reason

rational thought and invalid sources.
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1. The ‘Agidah of AblusSunnal wal-Jamai'ah

and then they ascend to Him. And the m
Allah. And the Prophet % was taken up to Allah (on the night of al-
Israa wal-Mi’rdj). And the souls of the belicvers ascend to Him when
they pass away, and are shown 1o Him, and they stop between His
Hands. And He, the Most High is the Most Mighty, the Most
Powerful above His worshippers. And He is above, the Most High.
And the believers and the angels fear their Lord Who is above them,
And the hands of those who ask Allih raise up to Him, and their

needs are presented to Him, for indeed He, praise be to Him, is
above, the Most High by every consideration.”™

essiah (‘Eesa) was raised 1o

This is the belief of AhlusSunnah wal-Jama’ah with regards to the
Highness of the Self of Allah, it encompasses every perfection for
Allah, and denies and removes any defects and shortcomings. It is
the belief of all the Prophets and Messengers of Allih (may the
peace and blessings of Allih be upon them), the belief of all the

companions %, and the belief of all the rightly guided Muslims
after them.

* al-Kafiyah ash-Shafiyah fil-intisar lil-firqatin-najiyah 1/21.
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CHAPTER 2
EVIDENCES FROM THE QURAN

The Quran, which is the Speech of Allah, the guidance fo
mankind, the criterion between right and wrong, contin;
numerous detailed evidences affirming the Highness of Allah
above His creation and His Highness above the heavens and the
earth. Hundreds of evidences in the Quran establish the Highness
of Allih. These evidences appear in the following forms;
1) Allah’s Highness being mentioned explicitly
2) Allah being above the heavens
3) Allah being above the creation
4) Allah rising over His throne
5) Things ascending to Him (from the root word (‘araja -
*)
6) Things ascending to Him (from the root word (5 ida -
)
7) Things raising up to Him (from the root word (rafaa -
&)
8) Things descending from Him

9) Firawn (pharaoh) mentioning the belief of Musa =

What follows is : % | . . :
s a breakdown of all the above categories with their

evidences along with a short explanation when needed:
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2. Evidences from the Quran

1) ALLAH’S HIGHNESS BEING MENTIONED
EXPLICITLY

The first category in which Allah establishes His Highness is
when He, the most High explicitly describes Himself with the
characteristic of Highness, such as when He describes Himself as
the most High. Verses which explicitly describe Allah with the
characteristic of Highness are many in the Quran. Whart follows
are a few examples:

Allah said,
JENTaL Azl el
“Glorify the Name of Your Lorci, the Most High.”¥
And He said,
JENT 5 485 TN} - G552 3235 s bikee oY U3

“And have in his mind no favour from anyone for which a
reward is expected in return, except only the desire to seek

the Face of his Lord, the Most High.”*"

And He said,

//}’

J‘ - =™ 5 z - "/"-l =
Jbzdl o eall sl sl e

“All-Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Most Great, the
Most High.” 2

Y [al-A’la 87:1]
! [al-Layl 92:19-20]
2 lar-Ra’d 13:9]



2 Evidences from the Quran

And He said, _ }
¢ .rw7 4-77 P T AR
o el AT e D]V Gl T Jerss

«§o Exalted is Allah, the True King, none has the right to be
ped but He, the Lord of the supreme throne!”>

worship

And He said, L
C - e /, - ,E".J/ Vv /5—,}‘8 ’j z -

AT ey bl a3em V3 (231 el A
P

“His kursi® extends over the heavens and the earth, and He
feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving them. And He is

the Most High, the Most Great.””

And He said,

2 2s A - -

s 4 >, - Z E/ - = ~% P £ &
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“That is because Allih, He is the Truth (the Only True God

of all that exists, Who has no partners or rivals with Him),
and what they (the polytheists) invoke besides Him, it is

» [al-Mu’minoon 23:110]

34Abdullih bin ‘Abbis s said, “The kursi is the place of the two feet and the
throne- no one can perceive its proportion except for Allih,” Abu Musi al-
Ash’ari 4 also said similar regarding the kursi. as-Sifit 1/30.

35 [al-Baqarah 2:255])
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2. Evidences from the Qurin

falsehood, and verily Allah, He is the Most High, the Most

Great.”36

And He said,

£ 5 z

I*GJJL’u’ @s |.>| ;AJ o3l opd N ;2:\,.93;_@?‘&;5 ij

b
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“Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He
permits until when fear is banished from their (angels’)
hearts, they (angels) say, ‘what is it that your Lord has said?’
They say, ‘the truth. And He is the Most High, the Most

Great.”%7

And He said,

7// ‘, / ,»g

(,_{;-L‘i |j....4j.:c.4.’._’j\.ubu:9 ;3_}25 - 41) J‘b‘)-’bbrij‘b

PEN[pyHIPd
“(It will be said), this is because when Allah alone was
invoked you disbelieved, but when partners were joined to

Him, you believed! So the judgement is only with Allih, the
Most High, the Most Great!”?*

And He said,

36 [al-Hajj 22:62]
37 [as-Saba 34:23)
38 [Ghafir 40:12]
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2. Evidences from the Qurin

" 1145/94’, IZAQ ‘,f"’ T o ’|/‘/7T aL; }‘j
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“To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is i
. 739

the earth, and He is the Most High, the Most Great.

And He said,

z
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“It is not given to any human being that Allzh should speak
to him unless by inspiration, or from behind a veil, or that

He sends a Messenger to reveal what He wills by His leave.
Verily, He is Most High, Most Wise.”*°

These verses are very clear in establishing the Highness of Allh.
They all explicitly affirm Allah is High above the heavens and the
carth, and High above all things.

2) ALLAH BEING ABOVE THE HEAVENS

In this category, Allih describes Himself as being above the
heavens and above the creation by using the term (fis-sama)
st As will be later explained, the aforementioned term used is

correctly translated to mean above the heavens. What follows are
a few examples where this term is used in the Quran:

" [ash-Shuraa 42:4]
" [ahs-Suraa 42:51]
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2. Evidences from the Quran

Allah says,

£ - 2 g

5m5 a5 N1 GG ol LN § on s
“Do you feel secure that He (Allah), Who is over the heaven,

will not cause the earth to sink with you, then behold it
shakes (as in an earthquake)?”*'

e
Ve
»

And He said,

g z z
o s P 8o 7 2 - ”’/, “ 3 ’-?/{» . z f. £ 8
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“Or do you feel secure that He (Allih), Who is over the
heavens, will not send against you a violent whirlwind? Then
you shall know how (terrible) has been My warning?”*

In the above two verses Allah uses the term (fis-sama) 3V & 10
explain that He is above the heavens. Due to an insufficient
understanding of the Arabic language, some people incorrectly
misinterpret this verse to mean ‘in the skies’ and as a result falsely
claim that Allah is within His creation.

The Arabic language is very different to the English
language. The meanings of words change depending on what it is
attributed to and the context with which it is used.

As for the term (fis-sama) sw-d) § then it means; that
which is above. This is because (@s-samai) sw.di is from the verb

(samd) \& which means (@ld wa artafa’) &yl 9 Y (to rise and rto

1 [al-Mulk 67:16)
4 [al-Mulk 67:17]
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2, Evidences from the Qurdn

elevate). The sky is called (us-samd) swsd) because it is above
and it is the highest thing in regards to the carth.

Therefore, when Allih and His Messenger 55 use the terp,
(fis-sama) swdt d it means that Alldh is above His creation, aboye
everything.

Examples of the preposition (i) 4 changing its Meaning
on the context for which it is used in can be found in the

following statements of Allah.

Allah said,
¥ £
|

6‘ = 4 }5: q}/g ,__ *‘/"/ ? E >
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“So travel freely for four months on the land, but know that
you cannot escape (from the punishment of) Allih and Allih
will disgrace the disbelievers.”**

If we were to take the preposition (f7) 4 to mean ‘in,’ rather than

‘on,’ then the verse would read, “so travel freely for four
months /n the land...” This would not make sense as it is not

possible to travel in the land. Thus the preposition (f) J in this
context means, ‘on.’
And likewise we have the statement of Allh,

43 [at-Tawbah 9:2]
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2. Evidences from the Qurin
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“(Pharaoh said) I will surely cut off your hands and feet on
opposite sides, and I will surely crucify you on the trunks of
date-palms, and you shall surely know which of us (Pharaoh
or the Lord of Moses) can give the severe and more lasting

” 44

torment.

If we were to take the preposition (fi) & as meaning ‘in’ then the

verse would read, “(Pharaoh said) I will surely cut off your
hands and feet on opposite sides, and I will surely crucify you
in the trunks of date-palms...” Once again there is a fault in
using the preposition (f2) & as meaning ‘in’ in this verse as it is not
possible to crucify him in the trunks of date-palms. Rather, as
mentioned above, the preposition (fz) 4 in this context means,

[4 ’

on.

Therefore (fz) 4 in the Arabic language can mean (‘ala) Je
(on or above).
Abu ‘Abdillah Muhammad bin Ahmad al-Qurtubi (may
Allah have mercy on him) said,
Lotk ¥ g 1l o, U Igoed 1 5ES sladl Bgd a8 (sbemd) )
el

-

“ [Tahi 20:71]
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2. Evidences from the Quran

“(fis-samd) swdt & means above the heavens like His Statem,
- n

“travel on the land.’ It (s\-J! &) means above it (the heaveny)

)
dn
45 d

not touching it nor within it.”

Thus, if the term (fis-samai) su-3 & is taken into Contey,
along with all the evidences stating that Allih is abgye Hi;
creation, above the heavens and the earth, it clearly establishe
that (fis-sama) s\ 3 means above the heavens and not in the

heavens.

3) ALLAH BEING ABOVE THE CREATION

In this category, Allih establishes His Highness by using the wor
(fawga) &s, which means ‘above.’
Allah said,

- P P

B 050 b Oslaisy 233 2 045 090
“They fear their Lord above them, and they do what they are
commanded.”

And He said,

2 T 20 A 25 A
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“And He is the Subjugator above His slaves, and He is The
All Wise, Well Acquainted with all things.”#’

% Tafsir al-Qurtubi 18/216
46 [an-Nahl 16:50]
47 [al-An’aam 6:18]
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2. Evidences [from the Qurin

And He said,

b
s 2s 4

R D I R T
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“And He is the Subjugator over His slaves, and He sends

guardians (angels guarding and writing all of one's good and
bad deeds) over you, until when death approaches one of
you, Our Messengers (angel of death and his assistants) take
his soul, and they never neglect their duty.”*

4) ALLAH RISING OVER HIS THRONE
In this category, Allah, the Most High, establishes His Highness,

and Him rising over His throne by using the term istawa (rose
over). Istawa means to rise and to elevate as has been mentioned
by the consensus of the pious predecessors.

Ibn Jarir at-Tabari (may Allah have mercy on him) said,
ks e c"Qm\j...'e sloand! I gzl ?":OjL‘.’J J= &) J}EJ g}\*l“ JB\)
&)1

“The best meaning for the statement of Allah, ‘then He rose
over (istawi) towards the heaven and made them...” is that He

elevated and rose above them...”®

Imam al-Bukhiri (may Allih have mercy on him) said,

 [al-An’aam 6:61)
¥ Tafsir at-Tabari (1/430)
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2. Evidences from the Qurin

ey :[29 :3,201] {35t} a2 J63
“And Mujahid said, ‘Istiwa: (means) to rise.””

50

Allah the Most High istawa (rose over) His throne in a manner

that befits His majesty.
Allah said,
syl u‘}’j‘ s u};JI
“The Most Beneficent (Allih) Istawa (rose over) the throne
(in a manner that suits His Majesty).”!

And He said,
P PR PR I [ ':”:J"<j’ : ,
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“Indeed your Lord is Allih, Who created the heavens and the
earth in six days, then He rose over the throne. He brings the
night as a veil over the day, each secking the other in rapid
succession. He created the sun, the moon, and the stars, (all)
governed by laws under His command. Is it not His to create

and to govern? Blessed be Allih, the Cherisher and Sustainer

of the worlds!”*?

50 Sahih al-Bukhari (9/124)
5! [Ta-Ha 20:5]
52 [al-A’raaf 7:54]
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2. Evidences from the Qurdn

Whilst AhlusSunnah wal’Jama’ah affirm in Allah’s rising over His
throne, they unanimously believe it is not permissible to ask
‘how’ Allah rose over His throne. This is because Allih’s rising
has been mentioned clearly in the Qurin but the manner in
which He rose has not been mentioned. Therefore, AhlusSunnah
wal’Jama’ah do not speak about that which Allih and His
Prophet % have not spoken about.

The Muslim is obliged to accept everything in the Quran
and the authentic Sunnah of the Prophet # whether he
understands it or not. This is the characteristic of a true believer.

Allih said,
= £ 2 -
Sl ELJ15 G35 81 e Cably Lol 15053

“And they (the believers) say, ‘we hear, and we obey. (We
seek) Your forgiveness, Our Lord, and to You is the return

(of all).””*

The Salaf as-Salih (pious predecessors) of al-Islam unanimously
affirmed the Istawa without asking how.

» [al-Baqarah 2:285]
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2. Evidences ﬁ'om the OQuran

Imam Malik bin Anas (may Allah have mercy on him)

d.179 A.H:
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It was said to Malik, “the Mast Merciful rose over His throne’

how did He rise?” Malik (may Allah have mercy on him) said, “Istiwad

(His rising) is known, how is unknown, your question on this is an

. . i .
innovation and I see you to be an evil person. J

Therefore, upon affirming Allih’s rising withour asking how He

rose, we can proceed to mention many more verses of this nature:

Allih said,
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“Surely, your Lord is Allih Who created the heavens and the
earth in six days and then Istawi (rose over) the throne (in a
manner that suits His Majesty), disposing the affair of all
things. No intercessor (can plead with Him) except after His

*ljtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islamiyyah 2/141
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2. Evidences from the Qurin

Leave. That is Alldh, your Lord; so worship Him (Alone).

Then, will you not remember?”*

And He said,
La

P
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“Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any pillars that
you can see. Then, He Istawa (rose above) the throne (in a
manner that suits His Majesty). He has subjected the sun and
the moon, each running (its course) for a term appointed. He
regulates all affairs, explaining the Ayit (proofs, evidences,
verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) in detail, that You may
believe with certainty in the meeting with your Lord.”*

And He said,

T
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“Who created the heavens and the earth and all that is

between them in six days. Then He Istawa (rose over) the
throne (in a manner that suits His Majesty). The Most
Beneficent (Allih)! Ask Him (O Prophet Muhammad

LR AN

% [Yunus 10:3]
% [ar-Ra’d 13:2]

51



2. Evidences from the Quran

concerning His qualities, His rising over His throne, His

creations, etc.), as He is al-Khabir (the All-Knower of
‘o) 757

everything).

And He said,

3% < - ~-EC
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“Allah it is He who has created the hcavens and the earth,
and all that is between them in six days. Then He Istawi
(rose over) the throne (in 2 manner that suits his Majesty).
You (mankind) have none besides Him as a protector or an
intercessor. Will you not then remember?”58
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“He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in six days

and then Istawa (rose over) the throne (in a manner thar suits
His Majesty). He knows what goes into the earth and what
comes forth from it, and what descends from the heaven and
what ascends to it. And He is with you (by His knowledge)

> [al-Furqaan 25:59]
¥ [as-Sajdah 32:4]




2. Evidences from the Qurin

wherever you may be. And Allih is the All Seer of what you

do.””’

5) THINGS ASCENDING TO HIM (FROM THE
'ROOT WORD (4RAJA) z )

In this category Allah affirms His Highness by establishing things
ascending to Him. He does this by using words which stem from
the root word (‘araja) ¢ ,#, which means to ascend or to rise.
What follows are a few examples:
Allah said,
’/ P
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“He disposes the affairs from above the heavens to thc earth.
Then they will go up to Him in a day that is equivalent to a
thousand years.”®

And He said,

“The angcls and the rooh (Jibreel) ascend to Him in a day the
measure whereof is fifty thousand years.”®!

59 [al-Hadeed 57:4]
60 [as-Sajdah 32:5]
6! [al-Ma’arij 70:4]
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2. Evidences from the Qurin

By establishing that things need to be raised or need to ascend to
Allah, Allah is affirming His Highness over all things. Thus, such

verses are also used as an evidence to establish Allah’s Highness.

6) THINGS ASCENDING TO HIM (FROM THE

ROOT WORD (SA’IDA) 4x2)

In this category Allah affirms His Highness by establishing things
ascending to him by using words which stem from the root word
(sa’ida) ae, which means to rise, to go up, climb up and o

ascend.

Allah said,
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“Whoever desires honour, (power and glory), then to Allih
belongs all honour, power and glory. To Him ascend all the
goodly words, and the righteous deeds exalt it (the goodly
words i.e. the goodly words are not accepted by Allih unless
and until they are followed by good deeds), but those who

plot evil, theirs will be severe torment and the plotting of
such will perish,”¢

62 [Fatir 35:10]

54



2. Evidences from the Quran

Like the category before, by establishing that things need to be
raised or need to ascend to Allih, Allah affirms his Highness over

all things. Thus, such verses are also used as an evidence to

establish Allah’s Highness.

7) THINGS RAISING UP TO HIM (FROM THE
ROOT WORD (RAFA’A) &)
- In this category Allih affirms His Highness by establishing things

ascending to him by using words which stem from the root word
(rafa’a) ¢y, which means to lift up, to rise aloft, to heave up and

to hoist up. What follows are a few examples:

Allah said,
e . a5t 2 Tt ages o L
(S e 085 4l i asd] )]

“But Allah raised him (Jesus) up to Himself. And Allih is
ever All Powerful, All Wise.”53

And He said,
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“And (remember) when Allih said, ‘O 'Eesa! I will take you
and raise you to Myself and clear you of those who disbelieve,

63 [an-Nisi 4:158]
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2. Evidences from the Quran

and I will make those who follow you superior to those who
disbelieve till the day of resurrection. Then you will return to

Me and I will judge between you in the matters in which you
used to dispute.’” %

Similar to the previous two categories, by establishing that things
need to be raised or need ro ascend to Allzh, Allah affirms His

Highness over all things. Thus, such verses are also used as an

evidence to establish Allah’s Highness.

8) THINGS DESCENDING FROM HIM

In this category, Allah establishes His Highness by explaining thar
things descend from Him. He does this by using the term

(nazala) Jy which means to descend, to go down, to come down

and to move down. What follows are a few examples:

Allah says,
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“Say (O Muhammad), Ruh-ul-Qudus [Jibreel] has brought it
(the Quran) down from your Lord with truth, that it may
make firm and strengthen those who believe and as 2
guidance and glad tidings to those who have submitted.”®

64 [Ali-‘Imran 3:55]
65 [an-Nahl 16:102]
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2. Evidences Srom the Qurin

And He said,

e

SIS s
“This Book (Qurin) that is sent down from Allih, the All
Mighty, the All Wise.” 5
And He said,

T 30 T

“This Book (Qur'dn) that is sent down from Allah the All
Mighty, the All Knower.”*

And He said,

i1l 2l i s
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“Sent down from Allih, the Most Beneficent, the Most

Merciful.”¢®
And He said,
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“Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, it is
sent down by the All Wise, Worthy of all praise.”®

6 [az-Zumar 39:1]
" [Ghaafir 40:2]
“ [Fussilat 41:2]
“ [Fussilat 41:42)
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2. Evidences from the Qurin

By establishing that things need to descend from Him, Allah jg
affirming His Highness over all things, as the very matter of
descending affirms there is something Higher from which j;
descended from. Thus, such verses are also used as an evidence to

establish Allah’s Highness.

9) FIRAWN (PHARAOH) MENTIONING THE
BELIEF OF MUSA %)

The final category in using the Qurin to establish Allah’s
Highness is the belief of the Prophet Musa 2.
Allah said,

Ciol O CNTEl (i 65 g of s dness UG
S aAds Gads MY G ik &) LB i
g ¥l Zpe Ll G J-“u9 Aoy s 132 i3l
S

“And Fir'awn (Pharaoh) said, ‘O Himain! Build me a tower
that I may arrive at the ways, the ways of the heavens, and I
may look upon the God of Musa (Moses) bur verily, I think

. » . . . - 1
him to be a liar.” Thus it was made faur-scemmg in Fir'awn's

(Pharaoh) eyes the evil of his deeds, and he was hindered
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from the right path, and the plot of Fir'awn |

but loss and destnuction.”””

ed to nothing

| « 1 AT * ’ =1 -

Fir'awn disbelieved in Allzh and the message of Musi and thus
wanted to falsify his religion. He ordered Himin 1o bujld him a
tower so he could see if Allah was above the creation. This proves
that Musz believed that Allih was above the heavens as Firaw

n
attributed this belief to Musa.”!

These are some of the clear proofs from the Qurin
proving that Allzh is above the heavens. It is the speech of Allih
and the main source of evidence for all those who believe in Allah
and His Messenger 4.

Anyone who reads the Qurin secking the truth will never

be misled. The speech of Allah is clear and the true believer has

no hesitation in accepting everything that Allih has informed him
about.

7 (Ghaafir 40:36-37)
7' See Tafsir at-Tabari (21/387).
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CHAPTER 3

EVIDENCES FROM THE SUNNAH

The Sunnah is defined as that which has been narrated regarding
the Prophet # from his statements, his actions, and his rtacit
approvals.

~ The Sunnah, like the Quran is filled with detailed proof
affirming the Highness of Allih above His creation and His
Highness above the heavens and the earth.
The proofs in the Sunnah appear in many different forms.
I have selected 20 evidences from the Sunnah proving that Allah
is above the heavens. The narrations are all authentic and the
points of evidence from them are very clear.

Hadith 1

Mu’awiyah bin al-Hakm as-Sulami < said,

ol 138 ag O3 Calbld (Ailgdly 2 d W o5 4 d <
G Ogal LS Gl 3T 1 o oy Uly gt e By b 8
Wl il Jgouy b sl (o b Gland 3 ) Jgoy il iS00 @580
JB (eladt d ol «Sdi QJ» B W (8 a4l (s S 1 Je Olgizs|

«ange BB (Lgazely 1 JB () gy Sl 1B (SUT pop
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3. Evidences from the Sunnah

“I had a slave girl who used to herd sheep for me by the side
of Uhud and Jawwaniya. One day I happened to pass that
way and found that a wolf had carried a sheep from her herd.
I am after all, 2 man from the posterity of Adam. I felt sorry
as they (human beings) feel sorry so I slapped her. I came to
the Messenger of Allih % and felt (this act of mine) as

something grievous. I said, ‘Messenger of Allih, should I not
grant her freedom?’ He said, ‘bring her to me,’ so I brought
her to him. He said to her, ‘where is Allih?’ She said, ‘He is
above the heavens.” He said, ‘who am 12’ She said, ‘you are

the Messenger of Allah.” He said, ‘grant her freedom for she

is a believer.’”72

This hadith has been collected by Imam Muslim in his Sahih. It
has been accepted by the scholars of this religion and there is no
doubt about its authenticity.

Many benefits can be derived from this hadith and from the

most essential of them are:

e The permissibility of asking the question; “Where is
Allah?” Not only is it permissible to ask this question, but
this hadith proves that it is Sunnah to do so because the
Prophet himself # asked the slave girl where Allah is.
Those who have deviated in this belief deny the
permissibility of such a question and this hadiith is a clear
refutation to their false claims. |

e The slave girl responded to the Prophet % by saying, ‘He

is above the heavens.” Her answer was clear and proves

72 Sahih Mulsim 1/381 Hadith 537.
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3, Lvidences from the Sunnal)

that this was the beliel of the Prophet 2 and
companions 4. It also tells us thac the knowledge of ths
was not only known to the scholars from the companiop,
A, rather this was the beliel of every one of thep
including their slaves.

o After answering the question correctly, the Prophet i
said, ‘grant her freedom for she is a believer.” This tells
that believing that Allah is above the heavens is the beljef
of the believers. It also tells us chac those who differ wigh

AhlusSunnah in this issue are not from the believers,

Hadith 2

"Abdullih bin ‘Amr bin al-‘Aas & said, the Messenger of Allih %
said,

sl o oS o0 o 1) o g 0y
“Those who have mercy will receive the mercy of the Most

Merciful. Have mercy on those who are on earth, the One
above the heavens will have mercy on you.””?

Hadith 3
Jarir & said, [ heard the Messenger of Allih s say,

ol 3 o0 i d oM o
“Whoever does not show mercy to those on earth, will not be
shown mercy by the One Who is above the heavens,”!

¥ Abu Dawood 4/285 Hadich 4941, ac-Tirmidhi 3/388 H

adith 1924 and at-
Tirmidhi classified it as authentic,
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3. Evidences from the Sunnah

Hadith 4
Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri 4 said, the Messenger of Allah # said,
flss lo sledl 5 53U Soled) 3 o el Gy (35206 Y
“Do you not trust me whereas I am the trustworthy one of

He Who is above the heavens? The revelation from the
heavens comes to me morning and evening.””

Hadith 5

Abu Hurairah s said, the Messenger of Allah # said,

‘__é L=€-U‘ O Y ads d(."-‘) a2 él cﬁija\ L J.z-) oo by g;""b ‘:;‘U\J
sy 5 2 G e B s

“By Him in Whose Hand is my life, when a man calls

his wife to his bed and she does not respond, the One Who is

above the heavens is displeased with her until he (her
husband) is pleased with her.”®

Hadith 6
Anas bin Milik 4 said,

74 al-Mu’jam al-Kabir 2/355 hadith 2497, authenticated by adh-Dhahabi in al-
‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/19 hadith 28.

75Sahih al-Bukhiri 5/163 hadith 4351, Sahih Muslim 2/742 hadith 1064.

76 Sahth Muslim 2/1060 hadith 1436.
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3. Evidences from the Sunnah
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“Zaynab bint Jahsh (may Allih be pleased with her) used ¢o

boast to the wives of the Prophet %, she would say, ‘your
households gave you in marriage, and Alldh gave me ip

. »
marriage from above the seven heavens.

And in another narration, she used to say,
sladt 4 ‘_S:L.Qi Y %)
“Indeed, Allih married me (to the Prophet %) from above the

heavens.”

And in another narration she said to the Messenger of Allah =,

4o 5 Léﬁ o -~ J R JY

-~ 4

“The Most Merciful married me to you from above His

throne.”””

Hadith 7

Jabir bin Abdillah < said,

"B 4l Ld o 0Pl iy B ag azks G JB g W sy O

Jl gy Al ansly (B | Covaly Casly caly W8 bl agls g8
" et gt "l ) ey sl

77 Sahih al-Bukhari 9/124 hadith 7420.
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3. Evidences Sfrom the Sunnah

“The Messenger of Allih =

% said in a sermon on the day of
< € e
Arafat, ‘and you would be asked aboyt me, what would you

say?” They (the audience) said, ‘we will bare witness that you
have conveyed (the message), discharged (the ministry of
Prophethood), and given wise (sincere) council.” He (the
narrator) said: He (%) then raised his forefinger towards the
sky and then pointed it at the people (because they affirmed

that he had conveyed the message) and said, ‘O Allah, be
witness. O Allah, be witness.’”78

This hadith contains many benefits and from the most essential
of them are:

* The permissibility of affirming where Allah is by pointing
upwards affirming that He is above the heavens.

e This was witnessed by the largest gathering of the
companions of the Prophet 2 and therefore proves that
this was the creed and belief of every one of them, for
none of them questioned the Prophet £ for pointing.

Hadith 8 =
Abu Hurairah s said, The Messenger of Allah 3 said,

el U} Jd ol bt 4y ol g cpaght ol i Ol A - R
S o 1418 15T o Ll U} JBy {0 Iskesly Sl oo 1S o
by b el ] s o o sl il By ot 53 4 {eS13 L

78 Sahih Muslim 2/886 hadith 1218.
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3. Evidences from the Sunnah

BB oAl e ol dcloy ol g ol ey ol deabag (o
“Allah is good and pure and accepts only that which is gooq
pure. Allih has commanded the believers to do that which he
commanded the Messengers. He said, ‘O Messengers! Eat of
the good and pure things and do righteous deeds.” And He
said, ‘O you who believe! Eat of the good and pure things
that We have provided for you.’

Then he mentioned a man who had travelled on ,
long journey, his hair dishevelled and discoloured with dust.
He raised his hands to the sky saying, ‘O Lord! O Lord! byt
his food is unlawful, his drink is unlawful, his clothing is

unlawful, and his livelihood is unlawful. How then can he be

answered?””?

All of the Muslims raise their hands to the sky and find that their
hearts are attached to that direction when making supplication to
Allah. This is because it is in the fitrah® of the creation thar Allih
is above them.

The scholars mention that this inclination people have is
the strongest evidence proving that Allah is above His creation.
Everyone, whether Muslim or non Muslim has this inclination

and regardless of their beliefs cannot find themselves inclined to
any other direction.

7 Sahih Muslim 2/703 hadith 1015.

® Fitrah means natural inclination; it is a pure inclination that Allih has
instilled within the hearts and minds of His creation.
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3. Evidences Sfrom the Sunnah

Some of those who have deviated begin to introduce lies
in order to refute that this inclination proves that Allah is above
the heavens. Most of them claim that this is the Qiblah®" for
supplication but find they have no evidence to back their claims.
The scholars have written in their books, past and present, that it
is preferred for the supplicant to face the Ka’bah,® for it is the
Qiblah for prayer and supplication is a form of prayer.®

Hadith 9

Hudhaifah s said,

(s2e £ B L a8yt B)EN medl A O1d G e e
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“I prayed with the Messenger of Allih % one night and he

started reciting al-Baqarah.?* I thought that he would bow at
the end of one hundred verses, but he proceeded on; I then

81 Qiblah is the direction Muslims face when oftering their prayers to Allah.

82 See Bayan talbees al-Jahmiyyah 4/543-544, Sharh at-Tahawiyyah by Ibn Abi
al-‘1z 1/292. |

8 The uncle of ‘Abbad bin Tamim < said, “the Prophet # went outside to ask
(Allah) for rain. He faced the qiblah and supplicated.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 2/31 "

hadith 1024).
% The second chapter in the Qurin.
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3. Evidences from the Sunnah

thought that he would perhaps recite the whole chapter in a
rak'ah,® but he proceeded and I thought he would perhaps
bow on completing this chapter. He then started an-Nis3,
and recited it; he then started Ali-'Imrin® and recited
leisurely. When he recited the verses which referred to the
Glory of Allah, he glorified, and when he recited the verses
which mention how Allah is to be asked, he would ask from
Him, and when he recited the verses dealing with protection
from the Lord, he sought His protection and would then bow
and say, ‘Glory be to my Mighty Lord.” His bowing lasted
about the same length of time as his standing and then on
returning to the standing posture after bowing he would say,
‘Allah listens to those who praised Him,” and he would then
stand about the same length of time as he had spent in
bowing. He would then prostrate himself and say, ‘Glory be

to my Lord, the Most High,” and his prostration lasted nearly
the same length of time as his standing,”

Hadith 10

Abu Hurairah 4 said, the Messenger of Allih %2 said,

8Rak’ah is one unit of prayer.
8 The fourth chapter in the Qurin.
*” The third chapter in the Qurin,

88 Sahih Muslim 1/536 hadith 772.
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“The angels take turns among you by night and by day, and
they all assemble at the dawn and afternoon prayers. Those
(Angels) who spend the night among you then ascend and
their Lord asks them, though He is the best informed about
them, ‘how did you leave My servants?’ They say, ‘we left
them while they were praying and we came to them while
they were praying.””®

Hadith 11

Abu Musa al-Ash’ari 4 said, the Messenger of Allah #£ said,
‘_}.,3 J.:U\ ‘_}A.G A 8)1 (4ed g L d JRa% ] Ol (S ¥y el N ol
Do 3 Y 48287 U1 51"yl b (S B N Jass sl
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“Verily the Exalted and Mighty God does not sleep, and it
does not befit Him to sleep. He lowers the scale and lifts it.
The deeds in the night are taken up to Him before the deeds
of the day. And the deeds of the day before the deeds of the
night. His veil is the light. (In another Hadith narrated
by Abu Bakr 4, instead of the word ‘light’ it says ‘fire’) If He

8 Sahih al-Bukhiri 1/115 hadith 555, Sahih Muslim 1/439 hadith 632.
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3. Evidences from the Sunnah

withdraws it (the veil), the splendour of His Face would
-« . . » 0
consume His creation so far as His sight reaches.”

Hadith 12

Abu Hurairah 4 said, the Messenger of Allah # said,
ek BB b V) ) daay Yy e S 0 88 Jumy Buas e

“If someone gives in charity something equal to a date from
his pure earned money, for nothing ascends to Allih except
good, then Allah will take it in His Right (Hand) then

multiply its reward for its owner until it becomes like
a mountain.”?!

Hadith 13

Abdullah bin ‘Umar s said, the Messenger of Allah £ said,
% B )ty BB o gllall ol ge s 1 g1

“Fear the supplication of the oppressed, for indeed it rises to
Allah as if it were a spark.”?

*® Sahih Muslim 1/161 hadith 179.
*' Sahih al-Bukhari 2/108 hadith 1410.
** al-Mustadrak ‘ali as-Sahthayn 1/83 hadith 81. Authenticated by al-Albani in

Silsilah al-Ahadith as-Sahihah 2/528 hadith 871. al-Albani said, ‘it is authentic
and fulfils the conditions of Muslim.’




3. Evidences from the Sunnah

Hadith 14
Abu Hurairah 4 said, the Messenger of Allah = said,
035502 Lagh Igomy 138 ¢ SN ol Opacly 31§ 0505k 30 &0 0"
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“Indeed Allih has some angels who look for those who
celebrate the assemblies where the remembrance of Allih is
taking place. When they find such assemblies they call each
other saying, ‘come to that which you have been searching
for” The angles encircle them with their wings until the

space between them and the sky of the world is fully covered,
and when they disperse (after the assembly of the
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3. Evidences from the Sunnal

remembrance is completed) they go upward to the heavens.
Allah asks them (although He is best informed about them),
‘where have you come from?” They say, ‘we come from Your
servants upon the earth who had been glorifying You,
exalting You and remembering You.” He (Allih) then says,
‘have they seen Me?’ The angels reply, ‘no, they have not seen
You.’ Allih says, ‘how would they be if they saw Me?’
The angels reply, ‘if they saw You, they would glorify You
more devoutly and exalt Your Glory more deeply, and
remember You more often.” Allih says (to the angels), ‘what
do they ask Me for?” The angels reply, ‘they ask You for
Paradise.” Allih says (to theangels), ‘have they seen it
The angels say, ‘no, they have not seen it.’ Allih says, ‘how
would they be if they saw it?’ The angels say, ‘if they saw i,
they would have greater covetousness for it and would seek it
with greater zeal and would have greater desire for it.” Allah
says, ‘from what do they seck refuge from?” The angels reply,
‘they seek refuge from the Fire.” Allih says, ‘have they seen
it?’ The angels say, ‘no, they have not seen it.” Allih says,
‘how would they be if they saw it?” The angels say, ‘if they
saw it they would flee from it with the extreme fleeing and
would have extreme fear from it.” Then Allih says, ‘I make
you witnesses that I have forgiven them.” An angel from
the angels say, ‘there was so-and-so amongst them, and he
was not one of them, but he had just come for some need.’
Allih would say, ‘these are those people whose companions
will not be reduced to misery.””?>

93 Sahih al-Bukhairi 8/86 hadith 6408, Sahih Muslim 4/2069 hadith 2689.
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3. Evidences from the Sunnah

remembrance is completed) they go upward to the heavepg
Allih asks them (although He is best informed about them),
‘where have you come from?” They say, ‘we come from Yo,
servants upon the earth who had been glorifying Yo,
exalting You and remembering You.” He (Allah) then say;,
‘have they seen Me?’ The angels reply, ‘no, they have not seey
You.’ Allih says, ‘how would they be if they saw Me»
The angels reply, ‘if they saw You, they would glorify Yoy
more devoutly and exalt Your Glory more deeply, and
remember You more often.” Alldh says (to the angels), ‘what
do they ask Me for?’ The angels reply, ‘they ask You for
Paradise.” Allih says (to theangels), ‘have they seen it
The angels say, ‘no, they have not seen it.’ Allah says, ‘how
would they be if they saw it?’ The angels say, ‘if they saw it,
they would have greater covetousness for it and would seek it
with greater zeal and would have greater desire for it.” Allah
says, ‘from what do they seek refuge from?’ The angels reply,
‘they seek refuge from the Fire.” Allih says, ‘have they scen
it?” The angels say, ‘no, they have not seen it.” Allih says,
‘how would they be if they saw it?” The angels say, ‘if they
saw it they would flee from it with the extreme fleeing and
would have extreme fear from it.” Then Allih says, ‘I make
you witnesses that I have forgiven them.” An angel from
the angels say, ‘there was so-and-so amongst them, and he
was not one of them, but he had just come for some need.’

Allah would say, ‘these are those people whose companions
will not be reduced to misery.’” 3

%3 Sahih al-Bukhiri 8/86 hadith 6408, Sahih Muslim 4/2069 hadith 2689.
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3. Evidences from the Sunnal

Hadith 15

Qartadah bin an-Nu’mian 4 said, I heard the Messenger of Allah
3% say,

aia Mo Gyl adls o il ¢ 5L
“When Allih finished His creation, He rose over His

throne.”%

Hadith 16

Abu Hurairah 4 said, the Messenger of Allih # said,

oks LgSh 88, giab Cdw 38 O) 1l ke Of 13 LS S A 0
ol G

“Before Allah created the creation, He wrote a book wherein

he has written; "My Mercy has preceded My Anger.” And that
is written with Him over the throne.””

Hadith 17

Abu Hurairah s said, I heard the Messenger of Allah # say,

9% Abu Bakr al-Khallil narrated it in his book ‘as-Sunnah’ and Ibn al-Qayyim
said in his book ‘Ijtima’ al-Juyoosh al-Islamiyyah’ that the chain is authentic and
fulfils the conditions of al-Bukhari 2/107-108. Likewise adh-Dhahabi said in
his book ‘Al-‘Arsh’ that the chain is authentic and fulfils the conditions of
sahihayn 2/89-90.

?% Sahih al-Bukhari 9/160 hadith 7554.
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“Before Allih created the creation, He wrote a book which is
with Him above the throne (wherein He has written); ‘My
Mercy has preceded my Anger.””?

Hadith 18

Abu Dhar 4 said, the Messenger of Allah = said,

s 3 cads BB 1 JB (phel gy A 1B ¢ el 5 l 60
"W 034 O3t bl o d

“Do you know where the sun sets?” I replied, “Allah and His

Messenger know best.” He said, “It goes to worship under the

throne to its Lord and ask for permission so it is granted
permission.”?’

Hadith 19

Abu Hurairah < said, the Messenger of Allah = said,

sy Of il e Ui OIS (Olasy alog Bhall ally Wgmiyy DU o o'
) Jgy U 116 " Wy LR I B E g | Jom &l (A
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Sahih al-Bukhari 4/106 hadith 3194, Sahih Muslim 4/2107 hadith 2751.
?7 Sahih al-Bukhiri 4/107 hadith 3199.
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“Whoever believes in Allih and His Messenger, establishes
the prayer and fasts the month of Ramadan will rightfully be
granted paradise by Allah, no matter whether he fights in
Allah's cause or remains in the land where he is born.” The
people said, “O Allih's Messenger! Shall we inform the
people with this good news?” He said, “Paradise has 100
levels which Allih has reserved for the Mujaahideen who
fight in His cause, and the distance between each of two
levels is like the distance between the Heaven and the Earth.
So, when you ask Allah (for something), ask for Al-Firdaws
which is the middle-most and highest part of Paradise. Above

it is the throne of the Most Merciful, and from it originates

the rivers of Paradise.””®

" Hadith 20

Abu Hurairah s said, the Messenger of Allah 32 said,

s 1 i o L sl ) B S Juy 5 e I
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“Our Lord, the Blessed, the Superior, descends every night in

the last third of the night to the heaven of the world and says,

‘is there anyone who invokes Me that I may respond to his
invocation; Is there anyone who asks Me for something that I

% Sahih al-Bukhari 9/125 hadith 7423.
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3, Evidences from the Sunnab

may give it to him; Is there anyone who asks My forgiveness
that I may forgive him?"””

The above are a few examples from the authentic Sunnah of the
Prophet # clearly proving that Allah is above the heavens and the
earth, above His throne.

As has been proved, the Quran and the Sunnah both
affirm the highness of Allih and the Muslim is obliged to accepr
everything that comes to him from the Qurin and the authentic

Sunnah of the Prophet #.

?? Sahih al-Bukhiri 9/143 hadith 7494, Sahih Muslim 1/521 hadith 758
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CHAPTER 4

STATEMENTS OF THE SAHABAH =

The Sahibah are those who met the Prophet £ while believing in

him and his message and then dying upon al-Islim.'®
There are many statements from many different Sahabah
%, clearly stating that Allah is above the heavens, above His

throne.
The following are a few statements from them:

ABU BAKR AS-SIDDEEQ!! =5

‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar < said,
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“When the Messenger of Allih = passed away, Abu Bakr

said, ‘O people, if Muhammad was the god you worshipped

then indeed your god has died. An if your god was Allih, the

One Who is above the heavens then indeed your god is alive
and will never die.” Then he recited, ‘Muhammad is no more

19 See Nuzhat an-Nadhr 1/111.

10" Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq was the first caliph of al-Islim. He is the best and most
beloved person to Allih after the Prophets #. He is one of the ten companions
promised paradise.
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4, Statements of the Sahabab

than a Messenger, and indeed (many) Messengers have passed
away before Him... (until he completed the verse).” '

‘UMAR BIN AL-KHATTAB'” 4

Qays 4 said,
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‘When ‘Umar 4 proceeded to Sham, the people came to him
and he was on his camel. They said, ‘O leader of the
believers, if only you came with a workhorse because the
leaders will meet you.” “‘Umar % said, ‘do I not see you here,
indeed the command is from here,” and he pointed with his

hand to the sky.”!*

‘ABDULLAH BIN MAS’OOD 4

‘Abdullah bin Mas’ood 4 said,

(L Blownd Bpns (pele? IS (g o8 Blamnd g5 Fly Ll slandt u s
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192 Jjtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islimiyyah 2/118-119.
103 ‘Umar bin al-Khattab was the second caliph of al-Islim. He is the best and

most beloved person to Allah after the Prophets 42 and Abu Bakr. He is one of
the ten companions promised paradise.

'4 [jtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islimiyyah 2/119-120.
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4. Statements of the Sahabah

s

«That which is between the sky of this world and that which
follows it is five hundred years. And that which is between
every two skies is the distance of five hundred years. And that
which is between the seventh heaven and the kursi!® is the
distance of five hundred years. And that which is from the
kursi to the water is the distance of five hundred years. And
the throne is on the water. And Allah, the Most High is
above the throne and He knows what you are upon.”!%

‘ABDULLAH BIN ‘ABBAS

‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbis 4 said,

e S L et Sglandl o OB 1 13 G 19,8 Yy 53 [T 19 SE
s G ga3 15 YT

“Think about everything but do not think about the Self of

Allah, for indeed between the seven heavens and the kursi are
seven thousand lights, and He (Allah) is above that.” '’

Thakwin <% said,

195 ‘Abdullih bin ‘Abbas & said; “The kursi is the place of the two feet and the

throne- no one can perceive its proportion except for Allah.” Abu Musi al-
Ash’ari & also said similar regarding the kursi. as-Sifat 1/30.

"% Jjtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islimiyyah 2/122.

"7 Tjtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islamiyyah 2/123.
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“Abdullih bin ‘Abbas 4 asked for permission from Aishah
(may Allih be pleased with her) while she was dying. He then
said to her, ‘you were the most beloved wife to the Prophet
2, and the Messenger of Allih did not like anything except
that it was good and pure. And Allih revealed that you were
free (from adultery and fornication) from above the seven
heavens. And it was brought down by the trustworthy spirit
(Jibreel). And there is not a single mosque from the mosques

of Allah except that they read these verses throughout the
night and the day.’”!%®

AISHAH (MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED WITH HER)

Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said,

al=3 wiégl 4..::,9 éﬁ "O.n" A f"L;
“Allah knew from above His throne that I did not love that
he (Uthmin) was killed.”!%

108 [jtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islamiyyah 2/123-124.
199 Jjtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islimiyyah 2/125.
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4. Statements of the Sahabah

ZAYNAB BINT JAHSH (MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED
WITH HER)

Anas bin Malik % said,

o oy ke Al o (I gl o s S o iy Gy O
S g B oo B oy (SIS

“Zaynab bint Jahsh (may Allih be pleased with her) used to

boast to the wives of the Prophet #. She would say, ‘your
households gave you in marriage, and Allih gave me in

»

marriage from above the seven heavens.

And in another narration, she used to say,
shodl G 2251 1 0)
“Indeed, Allih married me (to the Prophet) from above the

heavens.”

And in another narration she said to the Messenger of Allah i,
ahp 39 oo oF N e

“The Most Merciful married me to you from above His

throne.”!10

The above are a few narrations from the Sahabah proving that
their beliefs coincided with the speech of Allah and the Sunnah of
His Messenger #. Every one of them was a true believer in Allah
and was upon the correct aqidah. This is why Allah, the Most
High said about them in the Qurin,

—

1° Sahih al-Bukhiri 9/124 hadith 7420.
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“You are the best of people ever raised up for mankind.

And He said,

il o AT 05 33
“Indeed, Allih was pleased with the believers (The
Sahabah).”!!?

And He said,

f..; ;),.Lu..' L il ‘5.,.;’ 1400 2e5 >l§)
“And to all (the Sahibah), Allih has promised the best
(reward). And Allih is All-Aware of what you do.”'"

After knowing this, it becomes clear that the aqidah of the
Sahabah is the correct aqidah. Allah, the Most High praises them
many times in the Qurin, and moreover, they were the ones who
witnessed the revelation to the Prophet Muhammad .

11 [Ali-‘Imran 3:110]
112 [a]-Fath 48:18]
113 [a]-Hadid 57:10]
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CHAPTER 5

THE CONSENSUS OF THE MUSLIMS
(MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON THEM)

Many people deny clear proofs from the Quran and Sunnah
because their beliefs do not coincide with them. In order for them
to avoid falling into disbelief by rejecting the verses and

narrations, they try and interpret them in a different way. Due to

’114

this reason, the scholars have stated that ijma’''"* is an extremely

strong source of evidence a Muslim has. This is because the
scholars have all united on the beliefs and rulings derived from

the verses and narrations.

Allih the Most High said,
Joe 78 &5 3T A 55 G -L’*Jfrdr)‘ B 0
P}
bu,a.nuel.w P_».@}a,‘\L,a.J c_‘dyu-\ﬁa}.g_“

“And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger (&
after the right path has been shown clearly to him, and
follows other than the believers way, We shall keep him in

14 1: =5 i i igi

[jma’ is the agreement of the scholars of a particular time from the religion
of Muhammad % on a matter from the matters of Islam. See Rawdarun-
Nadhir wa Junnatul-munadhir 1/376.
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5. The Consensus of the Muslims

the path he has chosen, and burn him in hell. What an evil
destination.”!!5

This tells us that following the way of the believers is compulsory
and the one who turns away from their consensus will be
punished. It also tells us that all of the ijma’ of this religion will
be derived from the Qurin and the Sunnah.

The scholars of al-Islim have unanimously agreed that
Allah is above His throne, above the heavens, separate and
distinct from His creation. Whoever claims otherwise has
opposed the religion of Allah and His Messenger #2.

The following are the statements of some of the scholars
quoting the consensus of all the Muslim:s:

SA’EED BIN ‘AAMIR AD-DUBA’l (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.208 A.H.

Sa’eed bin ‘Aamir ad-Duba’i 4% mentioned the Jahmiyyah!'® and
said,

& 0LV Jaly csyladly 35t qazrl 5 gyladly 5t oo Y5 2 g2
ss (A o 102 180y Ll s g e dl O S (ol

15 [an-Nisa 4:115]

"6 The Jahmiyyah are the followers of Jahm bin Safwin. He was one of the
first people to reject che attributes of Allih. He negated Allah’s highness above
the creation, believed the Qurin was created, that Allih forced the creation to
do their actions without them having free will, and other than that from his
deviated and heretic beliefs.
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S. The Consensus of the Muslims

“They have said worse than the Jews and the Christians. Indeed the
Jews, Christians and the people of religion have agreed with the

Muslims that Allah is above His throne. And they (the Jahmiyyah)
say that there is nothing over the throne. ™"’

ISHAQ_BIN AR-RAHAWAIH (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.238 A.H.

Ishaq bin ar-Rahawaih (may Allah have mercy on him) said,
Sl B al el Jal et} {sgmt gl Je o)1} cdle A G

Al o)1 il § s B S g g5
“Allah said, ‘the Most Merciful rose over His throne.” The scholars
have unanimously agreed that He rose over His throne and thar He
knows everything which is in the seventh lowest earth. '

ABU ZUR’AH AR’RAZI (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY
ON HIM) D.264 A.H.

Jol e 8 Jlo 4l Lagary By Ul (o Il idl Gl o o ae B
o OMdzm Loy jlaall At slalall e )30 Ly copllt Jgeol 3 3
I OuY! Of pgalda o OIS (Hlaalil o 3 sladall LS)ol YW ell
oty oy pAlly Wilgr peed dslt pd U WOSTOT @y (aling W ¢ Jasy

17 al-“Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaftar 1/158.
"% al-"Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/179.
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Abdurrabman bin Abi Hatim said, “I asked my father and A,
Zur'ah (may Allah have mercy on them) about f/]c’. 7.nad/1/1116“9 of
AblusSunnah regarding the ﬁmdﬂmenmk of the religion, and why;
they found the scholars upon in all the lands, and what they belieyeq
from that? So he said, ‘we found and met the scholars of all the land
and it was from their madhihib'™ that belief is statement and
action, it increases and decreases. And the Qurin is the speech of
Allah and it is not created from any aspect. And the preordainment,
the good and the bad is from Allah. And Alldh is above His throne,
separate from His creation just as He described Himself in His book
and upon the tongue of His Messenger (). He encompasses

everything in knowledge and there is nothing similar to Him, and He
is the All-hearer the All-seer.””'?!

UTHMAN BIS SA'EED AD-DARIMI (MAY ALLAH
HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.280 A.H.

dg s B dll OF ppaledt e AU it 3 M Olze i

Al

"' Madhhab means school of thought,
% Madhahib is the plural of madhhab and
al-Islam.

*! al-'Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffir 1/188-189.

it means the schools of thought in
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5. The Consensus of the Muslims

Uthmdin ad-Darimi (may Allah have mercy on him) said’ “All of the

Muslims have agreed that Allah is above His throne, above His

heavens. "%

ABU ‘ABDILLAH MUHAMMAD BIN AHMAD AL-
QURTUBI (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON HIM)

D.671A.H.

Abu ‘Abdillih al-Qurtubi (may Allih have mercy on him) said,

at Sy fg aly Coprly s’ G WS JUo & B By g Vgiks b
W 4t o oslyal O ELall ALl o0

"All of them (the pious predecessors) a Srmed. it (that Allah is above

the heavens) for Allah just as He and His Messenger (83) have said.
And not a single one of the pious predecessors denied that Him

(Allih) rising over His throne actually happened. 712

SHEIKHUL-ISLAM IBN TAYMIYYAH (MAY ALLAH
HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.728 A.H.

Sheikhul-Islim Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allih have mercy on him)
said,

o LY Gl e Ll e Y9
L s Yly slgalll o) 1530 cpdl L ! 1l 5 Yy wopmidly Loeall

55 Jyy i & Yy ol DS G

22 31-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/195.
' al-‘Uloo lil-*Aly al-Ghaffar 1/266-267.
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5. The Consensus of the Muslims
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“There is not in the book of Allih, nor the Sunnah of His Messenger
2, nor reported on anyone from the pious predecessors of this religion,
nor from the companions of the Prophet, nor from the Tébi'een, '
nor from the Imams of the religion who lived in the times where the
desires of people and their differences were present, a single letter that
differs with that, no text nor anything else. And none of them ever
said that Allah is not above the heavens, and that He is not above
His throne, and that He is everywhere, and that all the places in
regards to Him are the same, and that He is neither in the creation
nor outside it, neither connected to it nor separate from it, and that
you're not allowed to point to Him with your finger and things
similar to this. Rather it has been reported in an authentic narration
on the authority of Jabir bin ‘Abdillih 2 that when the Prophet %
delivered a powerful sermon on the day of ‘Arafab, in the largest
gathering with the Prophet % he said to them, ‘have I conveyed the
message?’ and they all said, ‘yes.” He then raised his forefinger towards

124 The Tabi’een are those who met the companions of the Propher 4.
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S. The Consensus of the Muslims

the sky and then pointed it at the people (because they affirmed that
he had conveyed the message) and said’ ‘O Allah, be witness’ more
than once, and there are many examples. %

'*> al-Fatawa al-Hamawiyyah al-Kubrai 1/220-221.
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CHAPTER 6

STATEMENTS OF THE FOUR IMAMS
(MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON THEM)

The four Imams (may Allah have mercy on them) are loved and
respected by all of the Muslims across the world. Allah has chosen
to preserve a large part of His religion through the teachings of
these great respected Imams.

The following are a few statements from each of the four
Imams clearly stating their beliefs in regards to where Allah, the

Most High is.

IMAM ABU HANEEFAH (MAY ALLAH HAVE

MERCY ON HIM) D.150 A.H.

Abu Mutee’ al-Balkhi (may Alliah have mercy on him) said,

B J@ .o g ol sleadt 3 gy Sl ¥ sk s Ai U SIL
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“I asked Abu Haneefah about the one who says, ‘I do not know if my

Lord is above the heavens or on the earth.” He (Abu Haneefah) said,
he has certainly disbelieved because Allah said, “the Mast Mercful
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6. Statements of the Four Imims

rose over His throne.” [ said, if he then says, I do say He rose over
His throne but I do not know whether His throne is above the

heavens or in the earth.” He (Abu Haneefah) said, ‘if he denies that
Allah is above the heavens then he has disbelieved. ¢

Abu Muhammad Abdullah bin Ahmad al-Maqdisy (may Allah

have mercy on him) said,

5B el oy 3o 0 01 S 206 ey B f 0 g
“It has reached me that Abu Haneefah said, ‘whoever denies that
Allih is above the heavens has disbelieved.””'”’

IMAM MALIK BIN ANAS (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.179 A.H.

‘Abdullah bin Nafi’ (may Allah have mercy on him) said,
;k_;bu}lﬁ_ﬂdlgn‘_}f&éw&j c;LuJ\é@\ il o Sl J
“Malik bin Anas said, ‘Allah is above the heavens and His knowledge

is everywhere, nothing is hidden from Him.”"*

‘Abdullih bin Nafi’ (may Allih have mercy on him) said,

26 a]-Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffir 1/134-136, a similar narration can also be found
in al-Figh al-Akbar 1/135.

17 al-"Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaftar 1/136.

%8 al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/138.
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6. Statements of the Four Imams
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“It was said to Malik, ‘the Most Merciful rose over His throne, how
did he rise?’ Malik (may Allih have mercy on him) said, Istiwa (His
rising) is known, how is unknown, your question on this is an
innovation and I see you to be an evil person.”?’

IMAM MUHAMMAD BIN IDREES ASH-SHAFI'EE
(MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.204 A.H.

Abu Thawr and Abu Shu’ayb (may Allih have mercy in them)

said,
Calyy gk Ul 1 Al (8 Jadl 1 JB Sl AN ady Ll ) o de
Wby ey Ol oo i ity pganly cpll) Cpddt ol gle Lyl
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“Mubammad bin Idrees ash-Shafi'ee said, ‘the creed that I am upon
and what I have seen our companions from the people of Hadith
upon from whom I have seen and taken from, such as Sufyan, Malik,

and other than them is; we affirm that none has the right to be

worshipped except Allah and Mubammad ($) is the Messenger of
Allah, and Allah is above His throne, above the heavens, He becomes

129 [jtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islamiyyah 2/141.



6. Statements of the Four Imams

close to his slaves however He wills, and Allah descends to heavens of
the world however He wills.””130

It has also been aﬁthentically reported that ash-Shafi’ee (may
Allih have mercy on him) said,

e oty O G A Wliad " > " as 1 o) gl SO gf B
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“The caliphate of Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq (&) is the truth. Allih

ordained it from above the heavens and He united the hearts of the
companions of the Prophet () on it. "

IMAM ABU ‘ABDILLAH AHMAD BIN HANBAL (MAY
ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.241 A.H.

‘Abdullih bin Ahmad (may Allah have mercy on him) said,

HylBy il e L ad e e dalldl sl G Qg Syl Ly gV (S
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“It was said to my father (Ahmad bin Hanbal), ‘is our Lord above

the seven heavens above the throne, separate from His creation, and is

His power and knowledge everywhere?’ He (Ahmad) said, ‘yes, and
nothing is hidden from His knowledge.” '

‘Abdul Milik bin ‘Abdul Hameed al-Maymooni (may Allah have

mercy on him) said,

1% Jjtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islimiyyah 2/165.
P! Ijtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islimiyyah 2/165.
"2 Jjtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islimiyyah 2/200.
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6. Statements of the Four Imdms
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I asked Abu ‘Abdillah Abmad about the one who says, ‘Allih is not

above His throne,” He (Ahmad) said, ‘all of their speech revolves
around disbelief.”"3

It has also been reported that Ahmad bin Hanbal (may Allah have

mercy on him) said,

S o1 b ey il sl B e e s o 0 o
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“And indeed Allah is above His throne, above the seventh heaven. He

knows what is happening on the lowest earth. He is not touching

anything from His creation. He is separate from His creation and His
creations are separate from him. "3

33 Jjtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islamiyyah 2/200.
134 Jjtimaa’ al-Juyoosh al-Islamiyyah 2/201.
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CHAPTER 7

STATEMENTS OF THE PIOUS

PREDECESSORS (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON THEM)

A number of Sahabah' % said that the Prophet £ said,

sk ol 6 sl il & 33 Pl g
“The best of people are my generation, then those who come
after them, then those who come after them.” '3

This is a clear statement from the Prophet # indicating thart the
earlier generations of Muslims are better than those who come
after them.

The statements of the Sahabah # and the four Imams
have already proceeded. This chapter will focus on the statements
of some of the pious predecessors, all of whom died within the
first three centuries of al-Islam.

There are hundreds of statements from the pious
predecessors affirming Allih being above His throne above the
seven heavens. What are presented here are a few narrations from
the hundreds that have been collected.

" ‘Abdullh bin Mas’ood, Abu Hurairah, ‘Imrin bin Husain and others.
% Sahih al-Bukhiri 3/171 hadith 2652, Sahih Muslim 4/1963 hadich 2533.
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7. Statements of the Pious Predecessors

MASROOQ_(MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON HIM)
D.63 A.H.

(@all S Al sBu" 1 JB Adle e S 13 O &l Bgpn 46
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When Masrooq used to narrate from Aishah (may Allih be pleased
with her) he used to say, “It was narrated to me by the trustworthy
one, daughter of the trustworthy one, the friend of the friend of Allah,
the one who has been declared free (of adultery and fornication) from

above the seven heavens. '

‘UBAID BIN ‘UMAIR (MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED
WITH HIM) D.74 A .H.

ot 1dshd Wt stendt d) JAI s g 5o O " s o A G
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‘Ubaid bin “Umair said, “The Lord descends to the sky of the world.
in the middle of the night and says, ‘who is asking me so I can give

him, who is seeking my forgiveness so I can forgive him,” until the
time of dawn when He ascends. 1%

137 31-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/121-122,
138 5]-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/122.
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7. Statements of the Pious Predecessors

MUQATIL BIN HAYYAN (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.150 A.H.

JB . {eanly 92 Y DW ot oo 05 L} 1w A G 0L o Jilde
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Mugatil bin Hayyan was asked about the statement of Allah, “There
is in no private conversation of three except He (Allah) is the fourth
of them.” And he said, “He (Allah) is above His throne, and His
knowledge is with them.”'

It has also been reported that Mugqatil bin Hayyan (may Allah
have mercy on him) was asked about the statement of Allah,

B plally s ob JS dm # g s od JS B 51 g { AN Y1 s}
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“Ll is the First and the Last,” so he said, “He is The First before
everything, and He is The Last after everything, and He is The
Ascendant above everything, and He is The Intimate closer than
everything. And indeed His closeness is His knowledge and He is
above His throne.”

% Mukhtasar al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aliy al-‘Adheem 1/138.
0 Mukhtasar al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aliy al-‘Adheem 1/139.
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7. Statements of the Pious 1 Yredecessors

ABU ‘AMR ‘ABDURRAHAMAN BIN ‘AMR AL-

AWZA’EE (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON HIM)

D.157 A.H.

Abdurrahmin al-Awzi’ee (may Allah be pleased with him) said,

L Oy 8 ey dys B Jrg o W O sl —0y A5 Ogmldly— LS
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“We (and there were many of us from the Tabi'een) used to say,
‘ndeed Allih is above His throne, and we believe in that which has
been narrated in the Sunnah in regards to His attributes. '

LS e e g 1 {ua Je 5 B} dw 4 os st
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Al-Awzaa ee was asked about the statement of Allah, “Then He rose
over His throne” and he said, “He is above His throne just as He

described Himself. ™"

SHAREEK BIN ‘ABDILLAH AL-QADI (MAY ALLAH
HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.178 A.H.

‘Abbad bin al-Awam (may Allah have mercy on him) said,
Ol e Ll b s LB (e (el 0 58 e ) s oy by ke a3
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M1 4]-Asmaa wa —as-Sifaat by al-Bayhaqi 2/304.
142 a]-*Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaftar 1/137.
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“Shareek bin ‘Abdillah came to us approximately 50 years ago. We
asked him, ‘O Abu ‘Abdillah, there are people among us from the
Mu tazilah who deny these narrations; Allah descends to the skies of
the world and that the people of paradise will see their Lord.’ Shareek

narrated to them approximately 10 narrations regarding this then

said, ‘as for us, then we take our religion from the children of the
Tabi'een and the Sahdbah, who do they take from?/”"'%

HAMMAD BIN ZAYD AL-BASRI (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.179 A.H.

The Jahmiyyah were mentioned in front of Hammad bin Zayd so
he said,

s s slawdl G d 19050 OF 0ol

“They are trying to say that there is nothing above the skies. ™

Hammad bin Zayd (may Allah have mercy on him) also said,
AWl Oy dze e il T Al 23S OT il
“The Quran is the Speech of Allah, it was brought down by Jibraeel
from The Lord of the heavens and the earth.” ™

13 31-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/144-145.
"4 as-Sunnah by ‘Abdullih bin Ahmad bin Hanbal 1/117.
145 a]-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/143.
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‘ABDULLAH BIN AL-MUBARAK (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.181 A.H.

‘Ali bin al-Hasan bin Shaqeeq (may Allih have mercy on him)
said, “I asked ‘Abdullah bin al-Mubarak; how do we know our
Lord?” he said,

A a Ll e ALt sladt B3, el (35 ail
‘He is above His throne, above the seventh heaven above His throne,
separate and distinct from His creation.”” %

It has also been reported that a man came to ‘Abdullih bin al-
Mubarak and said,
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‘O Abu ‘Abdirrahman, Indeed I fear Allih because of the many
supplications I make against the Jahmiyyah.” He said, “Don’t be

afraid for they claim that your Lord who is above the heavens is not
anything. ™’

‘ABBAD BIN AL-AWWAM (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.185 A.H.

‘Abbad bin al-‘Awwam said,

146 3r.Rad ‘ala al-Jahmiyyah by ad-Daarimi 1/98.
147 a]-*Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/150.
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“I spoke to Bish al-Mareesi and his companions and [ saw that the

last of their speech was that there is no god above the heavens. I
believe that they should not be married nor should they inherit.”#

JARIR BIN ‘ABDUL HAMEED AD-DABBI (MAY
ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.188 A.H.

Yahya bin al-Mugheerah (may Allah have mercy on him) said, I
heard Jarir bin ‘Abdul Hameed say,

Al sledt G o o1 glsd OF Sglglst WLy (e 95Ty s &gl Bagd) S
“The beginning of the speech of the Jahmiyyah is honey, and the end

of it is poison. Indeed they are only trying to say that there is no God

above the heavens. '’

‘ABDURRAHMAN BIN MAHDI (MAY ALLAH BE
PLEASED WITH HIM) D.197 A.H.

‘Abdurrahmin bin Mahdi (may Allih have mercy on him) said,
Syl gl e 05 Ol (oo @IS 0y OF 1gka OF g3l eagdrt )

sl o Yl 156 0B (gl O

148 a-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/151.
149 31-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghattar 1/149.
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“Indeed the Jahmiyyah want to negate that Allih spoke to Mys,
(39), and that Allih is above His throne. I believe that they should
be asked to repent; they either repent or they are beheaded. ™

ABU MUADH KHALID BIN SULEIMAN AL-BALKHI
(MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.199 A H.

Abu Mua'dh Khilid bin Sulaymin (may Allih have mercy on
him) said,
CJ’.'?‘“GJ;‘NC‘-"HJ’."G A5 Gl g o ely W Cao i) 150
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"It was said to Jahm, describe for us your Lord that you worship.” He
(Jahm) entered his house and didn’t leave. Then after a few days he
came out to them and said, "He is this air with everything, and He is
in everything, and nothing is hidden from Him.” Abu Mu'idh said,

the enemy of Allah has lied. Indeed Allih is above His throne the
way He described Himself "'

‘ALI BIN ‘AASIM (MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED WITH
HIM) D.201 A.H:
Yahya bin ‘Ali bin ‘Aasim (may Allih have mercy on him) said,

159 a]-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/159.
150 Mukhtasar al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aliy al-‘Adheem 1/163.
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“T was with my father and al-Mareesi asked his permission to enter. I
said to him, ‘O my father, someone like this comes to you?’ He said,

what is wrong with him?’ I said, ‘indeed he says the Qurin is
created, and he claims that Allah is with him on the earth, and I
mentioned other things.” I never saw my father get angry the way he

got angry when he heard that he (al-Mareesi) believed that Allah is
on the earth with him and that the Quran is created. ”>*

WAHB BIN JARIR (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON
HIM) D.206 A.H:

Wahb bin Jarir (may Allih have mercy on him) said,
&9 oo Yl oer by sbod! G £ e o3 sl Ogdg\s (..6\5 (e sy F{\,.,.\
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“Beware of the opinions of Jahm, for indeed they try and say that
Allah is not above the heavens. This is nothing but inspiration from

the devil, it is nothing but disbelief. "

152 31-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/157.
153 9]-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/159.
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BISHR BIN ‘UMAR AZ-ZAHRANI (MAY ALLAH
HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.207 A.H.

Bishr bin ‘Umar (may Allah have mercy on him) said,
AV o " R B SR 058 el o iy s
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“I heard many of the scholars of tafseer say regarding the verse; “The

Most Merciful istiwi over His throne,’ saying, ‘He rose over His

throne. ”>*

SA’EED BIN ‘AAMIR AD-DUBA’l (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.208 A.H.

Sa'eed bin ‘Aamir ad-Duba’l (may Allih be pleased with him)
mentioned the Jahmiyyah and said,
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“They have said worse than the Jews and the Christians. Indeed the

Jews, Christians and the people of religion have agreed with the
Muslims that Allah is above His throne. And they (Jahmiyyab) say
that there is nothing over the throne. %

154 Mukhtasar al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aliy al-‘Adheem 1/160.
155 al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/158.
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AL-ASMA’l (MAY ALLAH BE PLEASED WITH HIM)
D.216 A.H:

It has been reported that the wife of Jahm came and a man said,
duall ols 5}\5@ :Gm..a:ﬂ\ Je Sgds 6.\.9 Sgdst 1 CIWd (ad e Gl.c )
“Allih is above His throne.” She said, “restriction upon restriction.”
al-Asma’i said, “she is a disbeliever due to that statement. ”'>°

AL-QA’NABI (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY IN HIM)
D.221 A.H.

Bannan bin Ahmad (may Allah have mercy on him) said,
e G A LS gl Al o (101 30 Y oo gl JB )
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“We were with al-Qa’nabi (may Allah have mercy on him) and he
heard a man from the Jahmiyyah say, ‘the Most Merciful istawlaa
(took over) His throne.” al-Qanabi said, ‘whoever does not have
certainty that the Most Merciful rose over His throne like the

certainty which is in the hearts of all the people of knowledge is a
Jahmi.”%7

156 al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaftar 1/159.
"7 al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-GhafFar 1/166.
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‘ASIM BIN ‘ALI BIN ‘ASIM AL-WASITI (MAY ALLAH
HAVE MERCY IN HIM) D.221 A.H.
‘Asim bin ‘Ali al-Wasity (may Allah have mercy on him) said,
Uy sloedt 3 OF oy ¥ 451 S 0 (d Lagr B0
“I debated with Jahm and it was clear from his speech that he doesn’t

believe that there is a Lord above the heavens. "8

SUNAID BIN DAWOOD AL-MASEESI (MAY ALLAH
HAVE MERCY IN HIM) D.226 A.H.

Imran at-Tarasoosi (may Allah have mercy on him) said, I said to
Sunaid bin Dawood,

w1 dB Sl e il ke e g e e
“He (Allah) is above His throne, separate from His creation?” He
said, “Yes.

BISHR AL-HAFI (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON
HIM) D.227 A.H.

Bishr al-Hafi (may Allah have mercy on him) said,
39 gh aily OSa UG de il st WS gl e e ) 0L 0y
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% al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffir 1/167.
% al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffir 1/171.
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“And belief that Allah is above His throne, He rose as He willed, and

He knows everything, and He says and creates, and His statement ‘be’
is not created.™®

MUHAMMAD BIN MUS’AB AL-ABID (MAY ALLAH
HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.228 A.H.

Muhammad bin Mus’ab al-‘Abid (may Allih have mercy on him)
said,
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“Whoever claims that You (Allah) do not speak, nor can You be seen
in the hereafter, then he has disbelieved in You and does not know

You. I testify that You are above Your throne, above the seven
heavens, not as your enemies the heretical apostates say. ™"’

AHMAD BIN NASR AL-KAZA’I ASH-SHAHEED
(MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.231 A.H.
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Ahmad bin Nasr was asked about the knowledge of Allah, so be said,
“The knowledge of Allah is with us and He is above His throne.” He

1% al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/172.
61 as-Sunnah by ‘Abdullaah bin Ahmad bin Hanbal 1/173.
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was asked about the Quian and he said, “It is the speech of Allah.” Ir
was said, “Is it created?” He said; “No.™

ABU ‘ABDILLAH BIN AL-A'RABI (MAY ALLAH

HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.231 A.H.
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Dawood bin ‘Ali said, “We were with Ibn al-A’rabi and a man came
to him and said ‘Abu Abdullih, what is the meaning of the
statement of Allih, ‘the Most Merciful istiwa (rose over) the throne?”
He said. ‘He is over His throne as He said.” The man said, ‘that is
not the case, what is meant is istawld (he conquered)!’” He (Ibn al-
A’ribi) said, ‘keep silent, what is it with you and this. It is not said,

one has conquered something unless he has an opposition. It is said for

whoever wins that he istawla (conquered). Allah has no opposition,
He is above His throne as He has said.””'®

162 3]-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/173.
163 4]-*Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaftar 1/180.
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YAHYA BIN MA’EEN (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY
ON HIM) D.233 A.H.

Yahya bin Ma’een (may Allah have mercy on him) said,
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“If a Jahmi says to you, ‘how does Allah descend?” then say to him,
‘how does He ascend?’”'®*

‘ALI BIN AL-MADINI (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY

ON HIM HIM) D.234 A.H.
A1 0y @ISy B3Iy Ogeagy 1B Astadrt Jal I b el o o S
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‘Ali bin al-Madini (may Allah have mercy in him) was asked, “What
is the belief of AhlusSunnah wal-Jama'ah?” He said, “They believe
that Allah will be seen and that the Qurin is His speech. And Allih
is above the heavens and He rose over His throne.” He was then
asked, “What do you say about the statement of Allah, ‘there is in no
private conversation of three except He (Allih) is the fourth of

them?” He said, “Read what is before it, ‘do you not see that Allih
: J
knows. 16

164 3]-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaftar 1/175.
165 al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/175.
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ISHAQ BIN RAHAWAIH (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.238 A.H.
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Harb bin Ismaveel al-Karmani said, “[ said to Ishiq bin ar-
Ribawaih, the statement of Allah ‘There is in no private
conversation of three except He (Allah) is the fourth of them,’
what do you say regarding it? He said, Wherever you may be, he is
closer to you than your jugilar vein, and He is separate from His
creation.” Then be said that Ibn al-Mubarak said, ‘He is above His

throne, separate from His creation.” Then he (Ishag) said, ‘the clearest
thing in this is the statement of Allah, ‘the Most Merciful rose over

His throne.’” %

Ishiq bin ar-Rihawaih (may Allah have mercy on him) also said,
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“Alih said, ‘the Most Merciful rose over His throne.’ The scholars

have unanimously agreed that He rose over His throne and that He
knows everything which in the seventh lowest earth. ™

166 a]-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/177,
167 a]-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaftar 1/179.
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QUTAYBAH BIN SA’EED (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.240 A.H.

Qutaybah (may Allah have mercy on him) said,
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“This is the speech of the scholars of al-Islim, the Sunnah and the
congregation; we know that our Lord is above the seventh heaven

above His throne, just as he said, ‘the Most Merciful rose over His
throne’” 1%

MUHAMMAD BIN ASLAM AT-TOOSI (MAY ALLAH
HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.242 A H.

Tolodl § g2 (2 W) 1 i g 4y A
Mubammad bin Aslam (may Allah have mercy on him) said,
“Abdullih bin Tahir said to me, ‘it has reached me that you do not
raise your head up to the heavens.” So I said, ‘And why is that? Do [

not hope for goodness except from the one who is above the
heavens?””'%

168 al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/174.
169 al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffir 1/191.
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‘ABDUL WAHHAB AL-WARRAQ_ (MAY ALLAj
HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.250 A.H.
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‘Abdul Wabhib (may Allih have mercy on him) said, “Whoever
claims that Allab is here (on this earth) is a filthy Jahmi. Verily Allah

is above the throne and His knowledge encompasses everything in the

»170

earth and the heavens.

YAHYA BIN MUADH AR-RAZI (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.258 A.H.
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Yahyi bin Mu'idh said, “Verily Allah is above the throne, separate
from His creation. His knowledge encompasses everything. No one
differs from this saying except for a Jahmi who mixes Allah with His

creation.” '

170 al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/193.
71 al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/190.

112



7. Statements of the Pious Predecessors

ABU ZUR’AH AR-RAZI (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY
ON HIM) D.264 A.H.

5 oS 0y By oiaid ¢ {sgil il o SN} s oo o
Abu Zur'ah (may Allah have mercy on him) was asked about the
explanation of the verse, “The Mast Merciful rose over the throne.”
So he became angry and said, “Its explanation is as you read it, He is

above His throne and His knowledge is everywhere. Whoever says
other than this, then upon him is the curse of Allih.”\7
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Abdurrabmin bin Abi Hatim said, “I asked my father and Abu
Zurah (may Allah have mercy on them) abour the madhbab of
AblusSunnah regarding the fundamentals of the religion, and what
they found the scholars upon in all the lands, and what they believed

from that? So he said, ‘we found and met the scholars of all the lands
and it was from their madhihib that belief is statement and action,

it increases and decreases, and the Qurin is the speech of Allib and it

172 a]-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/187-188.
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is not created from any aspect, and the preordainment, the good and
the bad is from Allah, and Allih is above His throne, separate from
His creation just as He described Himself in His Book and upon the
tongue of His Messenger %, He encompasses everything in knowledge

and there is nothing similar to Him, and He is the All-hearer the All-

seer.””173

ABU ‘EESA AT-TIRMIDHI (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.279 A.H.
AS G A Loy S ol e gy 00

Abu Eesa at Tirmidhi (may Allah have mercy on him) said, “And
He is above the throne just as He described Himself in His Book.”'™

HARB BIN ISMA'IL AL-KIRMANI (MAY ALLAH
HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.280 A.H:
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‘Abdurrabman  bin Mubammad al-Handhali said, “Harb bin
Isma’il al-Kirmani informed me in that which he wrote to me; The

173 a1-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/188-189.
174 31-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-GhafFir 1/198.
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Jahmiyyah are the enemies of Allah; they claim that the Quran Iis
created, and that Allah never spoke to Musd, and that He cannot be
seen in the hereafier, and that there is no known place for Allah, and
that He is not above the throne nor the kursi, and they are
disbelievers so beware of them.”™”

UTHMAN BIN SA’EED AD-DARIMI (MAY ALLAH
HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.280 A.H.
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Uthman ad-Darimi (may Allah have mercy on him) said, “All of the
Mouslims have agreed that Allah is above His throne, above His

heavens.”V7°

ABU JA’FAR BIN ABI SHAYBAH (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.297 A.H.
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Abu Ja'far bin Abi Shaybah (may Allah be pleased with him) said,
“There are so many reports that Allah created the throne then rose

175 a1-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaftar 1/194.
176 4]-*Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/194.
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over it. He is above the throne completely distinct from Hig

creation. 7

These are some of the statements of the pious predecessors (may
Allih have mercy on them). Their beliefs and statements clearly
affirm that Allah is high above His throne, above the entire
creation. All of the pious predecessors denounced and rebuked
those who opposed this belief and accused them of misguidance
and disbelief.

This is the path that is obligatory upon every Muslim to
traverse. It is the path of the Prophet 3%, the path of his
companions #, and the path of the pious predecessors. We ask
Allah to guide all of the Muslims to the truth, and to keep their
hearts firm on the correct path.

"7 al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/198.
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CHAPTER 8

ALLAH BEING WITH HIS CREATION

Allah the Most High has stated in the Quran that He is above the
heavens, above His throne whilst at the same time He is with His
creation,

He the Most High has combined between the two when
He said,
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“He it is who created the heavens and the earth in six days
and then Istawa (rose over) the throne (in a manner that suits
His Majesty). He knows what goes into the earth and what
comes forth from it, what descends from the heaven and what
ascends to it. And He is with you wherever you may be. And
Allah is the All-Seer of what you do.”'"®

Those who have not truly understood this verse see it to be a
contradiction and therefore claim that Allah is within His
creation.

78 [al-Hadeed 57:4)
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All of this comes down to understanding the verses the
same way the Prophet % and his companions & understood

them.
In order to attain the correct understanding, we have to

understand the correct meaning of the term (ma iyyah) .

(Ma’iyyah) i in the Arabic language has many different
meanings. It's meaning changes depending on what it is
atcributed to and the context it is used in.

From amongst the meanings of the preposition (ma ah) &

are the following;
Sometimes it means ‘mixed with’ such as the saying,

gbU‘ & sl Sl

“I mixed the water with the milk.”'”

Sometimes it means ‘help and assistance’ for the one who is in
need and asks for assistance, so it is said to him,

Slas ul

“I am with you.”'®

Sometimes it could mean ‘accompanying’ such as the statement

ofAllah
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'79 Fathu Rabbil-Bariyyah bi Talkhees al-Hamaweyyah 1/55.
130 Eathu Rabbil-Bariyyah bi Talkhees al-Hamaweyyah 1/55-56.
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“Muhammad (%) is the Messenger of Allah, and those who

accompany him are severe against disbelievers, and merciful
among themselves.” '8!

And there are many other meanings for (maiyyah) s depending
on what it is attributed to and the context it is used in.

The belief of AhlusSunnah regarding the (maiyyah) irs of
Allih is that He, the Most High is above the heavens and the

earth, above His throne, and He is with His creation with His
knowledge, decree, aid and assistance.®?

Sheikh Muhammad bin Silih al-Uthaimeen (may Allh

have mercy on him) said,
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“Before we discuss how to combine between the two (Allah being

above His creation and with them), we would like to introduce an

extremely beneficial principle the author Sheikhul-Islam 1bn

181 [al-Fath 48:29]

182  The ma’iyyah of Allah s categorised into two categories;
i) The general ma’iyyah- This is Allah’s ma’iyyah with the entire creation, this
is with His decree, knowledge and other than that from the attributes of Allah
that are with the entire creation.

ii) The specific ma’iyyah- This type of ma’iyyah is specific to certain people
from the believers. Allih mentions that He is with the believers, the patient,
and other than them from the believers. This is with Allah’s aid, assistance and
other than them from the attributes of Allih thar are specific for the believers.
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Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy on him) pointed out in his book
al-‘Aql wan-Nagl (1/43,44).
The summary of it is:
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If it said that there is contradiction between two evidences, then;
1) They are either both certain evidences.
2)  Or both evidences are based upon assumption.

3) Or one of the evidences is certain and the other is based upon

assumption.

So these are the three categories.
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1) Both evidences are certain: They are two evidences that can

ve affirmed by the intellect. Any type of contradiction is
impossible because contradiction would imply that either:

i) One of the proofs must be lifted and this is impossible

because the certain proofs must be affirmed,
ii) Or it means that we should affirm both of them with

contradiction, and this is also impossible because that
would be a combination of Lo conﬂicting t/)ings.
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So to assume that they contradict either means:
i) That they both are not certain proofs.
ii) Or that there is no contradiction between them and that

one of the evidences is looked at in one way and the other
in another way.

And this doesn’t include certain authentic proofs that have been
abrogated from the texts of the Book (Qurin) and the Sunnabh,
because an abrogated evidence is no longer established so there is no
contradiction with the evidence that abrogates it.
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2) Both evidences are based upon assumption:
i) Either based upon the proofs.
i) Or based upon their authenticity.

Here the more correct evidence is sought and given precedence to.
Y okt O eMAl By ehaill s (B #T1g LAkl WA 04K Of — S
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3) One of the evidences is certain and the other is only an
assumption. Here the certain evidence is given precedence to
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8. Allah Being With His Creation

by the agreement of everyone who has intellect because
certainty cannot be cancelled out by assumption.

Bgd Gl 4 gle OB sl Wb ogadl OF gy ¥ 1 Jshd Ma (x5 13)
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If this has become clear, then we say that there is no doubt that the
texts have affirmed the highness of Allah, Him being above His
creation and Him being with them. All of these evidences are certain
and authentic proofs. '8

So if we analyse the texts that state Allih is above His throne and
those that state He is with His creation, we come to find that
there is no contradiction between the two.

The possible ways to combine between the two are the

following;

a) The Quran and Sunnah have combined between the two
and they would never combine between two things that
are impossible. If a person has difficulty understanding
how to reconcile between the two, he should know that
Allah is the All Knowing, the Most Wise, and his duty is
to accept everything that Allah and His Messenger % have
said.

b) It is possible for something to be high above you whilst at
the same time it is with you like the saying of the Arabs;

'} Fathu Rabbil-Bariyyah bi Talkhees al-Hamaweyyah 1/59-60.
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8. Allah Being With His Creation

“We continue to travel while the moon is with us.”
(although the moon is high above them in the sky). This
is not considered a contradiction and the one spoken to
fully understands what is meant.

So to summarise, if it is possible to combine
between the two with something that is created, then it is
even more so for the One Who created the creation.

c) If we suppose that there was to be a contradiction
berween the two with regards to the creation, then this
does not mean that there is a contradiction with regards
to the Creator because nothing is similar to Him.'**

As for some of the verses in the Qurin, then Allih the Most High

said,
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“Have you not seen that Allih knows whatever is in the
heavens and whatever is on the earth? There is no secret
counsel of three, but He is their fourth, nor of five but He is
their sixth, nor of less than that or more, but He is with them
wherever they may be; and afterwards on the day of

184 See Fathu Rabbil-Bariyyah bi Talkhees al-Hamaweyyah 1/60-61.
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8. Allah Being With His Creation

resurrection, He will Inform them of what they did. Verily,
Allah is the All-Knower of everything.”'®

AD-DAHHAK (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON HIM)
D. 106 A.H.
Ad-Dahhak (may Allih have mercy on him) said regarding this

verse,
i dals g adie o g

“He is above His throne and His knowledge is with them. 186

And in another narration he said,
b ool e aede 5 41 B8 5
“He is above His throne and His knowledge is with them wherever

they may be. ™%

As for the statement of Allé.h,
R e T T A I PIPL S S
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“And He is with you wherever you are. And Allih is the All-
Seer of what you do.” '8

185 [al-Mujadilah 58:7]

186 a]-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/130.
187 al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/130.
188 [a]l-Hadeed 57:4]
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8. Allah Being With His Creation

IMAM ABU HANEEFAH (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.150 A.H.
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A man said to Abu Hanifah (may Allah have mercy on him), “What
do you say about the statement of Allah, ‘and He is with you?”” Abu

Hanifah (may Allih have mercy on him) said, ‘1t is how you write to
someone, I am with you,’ and you are absent from him.”%

SUFYAN ATH-THAWRI (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY
ON HIM) D.161 A.H.
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Mua'dan said, “I asked Sufyin ath-Thawri about the statement of
Allah, and He is with you wherever you may be,’ and be said,

190

‘His knowledge.

As for the statement of Allah,
P
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“He (the Prophet #%) said to his companion (Abu Bakr), ‘be
not sad (or afraid), surely Allah is with us.””!

189 a]-Asmaa wa —as-Sifaat 2/337
190 Mukhtasar al-‘Uloo lil-‘Aliy al-‘Adheem 1/139.
191 [ac-Tawbah 9:40]
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8. Allah Being With His Creation

ABU AL-HAJJA] MUJAHID AL-QURASHI AL-
MAKHZOOMI (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON
HIM) D.104 A.H.

Mujahid (may Allah have mercy on him) said regarding this verse,
8 i LS 8,00 AU
“Allah will help him just as He helped him. ">

And similar reports have been narrated by the pious predecessors
regarding the other verses that mention the (maliyyah) iss of
Allah.

After understanding the meanings of the preposition
(maah) g and placing it in context with the other evidences and

the understanding of the pious predecessors, it should be clear to
everyone that Allah is above His creation, above the heavens,
above His throne. He is separate and distinct from His creation,
there is nothing from Allah within the creation nor is there any
part of the creation within Allih.

As for the statement of Allah,

252 4
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“And He is Alldh in the heavens and on the earth, He knows

what you conceal and what you reveal, and He knows what

you earn.” %

192 Tafsir Mujahid 1/369.
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8. Allah Being With His Creation

Some claim that this verse proves that Allah is within the heavens

and the earth.
The scholars have responded to this in many different ways

and from amongst them are:

a)

b)

When reciting the verse, pausing after;

AT 503
“And He is Allah.”

If the verse was to be read like this, the meaning would
be; “And He is Allih. He knows in the heavens and
the earth what you conceal and what you reveal and

what you earn.”
If the verse is recited like this, it does not inform

us of where Allah is; rather it informs us that He knows

everything in the heavens and the earth.

When reciting the verse, pausing after;

wpe il BT 53
“And He is Allah who is above the heavens.”

If the verse is recited like this, the meaning would be;
“And He is Allah who is above the heavens. He knows
in the earth what you conceal and what you reveal and

what you earn.”

193 [a]-An’am 6:3]
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8. Allah Being With His Creation

If the verse is read like this, it clearly tells us that
Allah is above the heavens and He knows everything that
is happening on the earth.

So this verse is acrually an evidence for
AhlusSunnah wal-Jama’ah and not against them.

c) The word Allah originates from the Arabic word ‘al-Ilah’
which means: the One Who is worshipped. So if the verse
is recited without pausing it would mean; “And the One
Who is worshipped in the heavens and the earth
knows what you conceal and what you reveal, and He
knows what you earn.”!”

After knowing this, it proves that there is nothing in the verse
that proves that Allah is within His creation.
As for the statement of Allah,
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“It is He who is the Only God in the heaven and the earth.
And He is the All-Wise, the All-Knower.”%

Some claim that this verse proves that He is within His crearion,

within the earth.

Sheikh Muhammad bin Silih al-‘Uthaimeen (may Allih
have mercy on him) said,

1 See Fathu Rabbil-Bariyyah bi Talkhees al-Hamaweyyah 1/43.
195 [az-Zukhruf 43:84]
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“Tt means that Allah is the only God of the heavens and the only God
of the earth. His right of being worshipped is a duty in both, even
while He is above the heavens. Similar to this is the saying, ‘so and so
is the governor of Makkah as well as Madeenah,” meaning, that his

leadership is in control over both cities, even if he happens to be in
only one of them.”

As for the hadith where ‘Abdullih bin ‘Umar % said, the Prophet
£ said,

o 13 agry |3 4 OB L agzy D 3am W ey @SUT OIST13)
‘If any one of you are in prayer, then he should not spit in

front of him, for indeed Allih is in front of him when he is
praying.”” '’

Some claim that this hadith proves that Allah is within His

creation and claim that it is impossible to combine berween the

Highness of Allah and Him being in front of the one praying.
Sheikh Muhammad bin Silih al-‘Uthaimeen (may Allah

have mercy on him) said,

196 Fathu Rabbil-Bariyyah bi Talkhees al-Hamaweyyah 1/43.
197 §ahih al-Bukhiri 1/151 hadith 753, Sahih Muslim 1/388 hadith 547.
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“Allah is in front of the face of the person praying, but it is
compulsory that we know that the one who said that He is in front of
the person praying is also the one who said that He is above the

heavens, and there is no contradiction in his {Deec/y in this or that for
it is possible to combine between them in three ways:

oraBlae  patt Vg ¢ Lo @ £ 20 OF 1Y ax gl
1) The Shari'ah combined between the rwo of them and it
cannot combine between two contradictory things.
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2) 1t is possible for something to be high and at the same time in
front of you. When a man faces the sun at the beginning of

the day, it is in front of him and at the same time in the sky,

if this is possible with something that is created, then more so

for the One Who created it without doub.
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8. Allah Being With His Creation

3) If we suppose that this is impossible for the creation, then it
does not mean that it is impossible for the Creator because
there is nothing similar to Him in any of His attributes.” '

After truly understanding all of these verses and narrations, the
person looking for the truth with an open mind will have
certainty that the speech of Allah and His Messenger # do not
contradict, and the creed of AhlusSunnah wal-Jama’ah is the
creed of the Prophets, the companions, and the rightly guided
Muslims who followed their teachings and methodology.'”

%8 Sharh al-‘Aqeedah al-Wisitiyyah by Ibn ‘Uthaimeen 2/46.
* The question may arise; why do we have certain evidences in the Qurin and
Sunnah that sometimes seem to contradice?

Sheikh Muhammad bin Silih al-‘Uthaimeen said in the explanation
of the seventh verse of Surah Ali Imran; “It is from the wisdom of Allih that he
has categorised the Quran into two categories, (Muhkam- That which is clear
and can only have one possible meaning, and Mutashabih- That which is not
entirely clear and can have more than one possible meaning). The wisdom
behind this is that by this a person can be tested and tried. A believer does not
fall into misguidance by this categorisation. As for the person who has
deviation in his heart, then he is the one who falls into misguidance. So just
like how Allh tests the slaves by His commandments and prohibitions, He
tests them by the evidences, so He makes one of them Muhkam and the other
Mutashibih to distinguish the believers from the non believers. If the whole

Qurin was Muhkam, there would be no trial, and likewise if it was all
Mutashabih, there would be no clarity.”
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CHAPTER 9

ALLAH DESCENDING

The Prophet # has informed us thar Allah, the Most High
descends to the heaven of the world in the last third of every
night in a manner that befits His majesty.

Abu Hurairah £ said, the Messenger of Allah 4 said,
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“Our Lord, the Blessed, the Superior, descends every night in
the last third of the night to the heaven of the world and
says, ‘is there anyone who invokes Me, that I may respond to
his invocation; Is there anyone who asks Me for something

that I may give it to him; Is there anyone who asks My
forgiveness that I may forgive him?*”2%

Alldh descending to the heaven of the earth has been narrated by
a large number of the companions of the Prophert % and has been
accepted by all of the Muslims withourt distorting the meaning,
rejecting it, likening Allah’s descending to the descending of the
creation or asking how Allah descends.

Imam Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah (may Allih have mercy
on him) said,

200 Sahih al-Bukhari 2/53 hadith 1145, Sahih Muslim 1/521 hadith 758.
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9. Allan Descending
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“His statement (&), ‘our lord descends to the heavens of the world
every night and says..." have been reported in approximately thirty
narrations all explicitly saying that the Lord is the One Who

descends, 20!

Many people find it difficult to accept that Allah descends to the
heaven of the earth in the last third of every night while at the
same time He is above His creation. The reason for their lack of
understanding is because they haven’t truly understood the

statement of Allah,
Lo
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“There is nothing like unto him, and He is the All-Hearer,
the All-Seer.”2%?

So what they have done is that they have likened Alldh’s
descending to the descending of the creation. Allah’s descending
in not like that of the creation. When a person descends from the
second floor to the first floor, he completely leaves the place he
was in and moves to a new place, thus the place he was in before
encompasses him. If someone says that Allih descending means
that He is no longer above His creation, and His descending
means that He is within His creation, then He has likened Allih

201 25-Sawa’iq al-Mursalah fir-rad ‘ala al-Jahmiyyah wal-Mu’attilah 1/387-388.
202 [3sh-Shura 42:11]
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9. Allah Descending

to His creation and has therefore disbelieved in all of the verses
which negate that Allh is similar to His creation.””

It is not possible for anyone to claim that Allah is within
His creation for the creation is nothing in comparison to Allah,
and Him descending does not necessitate that He ends up within
His creation. Claiming that He is within His creation is removing
the perfection of Himself and His Highness from Himself.

Allah said in the Quran,
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“Verily, those who invent lies against Allah will never

prosper.”2%

Abu Dhar 4 said, the Prophet # said,
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“The seven heavens compared to the kursi?® are only like a

ring that is thrown in a desert, and the throne compared to
the kursi is like the desert compared to the ring.”2%

20 See al-Laliul-Bahiyyah fee sharh al-‘Aqeedah al-Wasitiyyah 2/30.

204 [an-Nahl 16:116]

205 ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas e said, “The kursi is the place of the two feet and the
throne- no one can perceive its proportion except for Allah.” Abu Musi al-
Ash’ari & also said similar regarding the kursi. as-Sifac 1/30.

206 Sahth Ibn Hiban 2/77. Ibn Hajar said, ‘Ibn Hibban classified it as authentic
and it has a supporting chain from Mujihid. Sa’eed bin Mansoor recorded it in
at-Tafseer with an authentic chain from him.” Fathul-Bari 13/411.
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9. Allah Descending

This hadith shows us that it is not possible for the minds of
human beings to comprehend the size of the kursi and the
throne. After reading and understanding this hadith, would it be
possible to say that the kursi or the throne is within the carth?
This is impossible and it is with regards to something that is
created, so how can anyone claim that the Creator of the kursi
and the throne is within His creation? We seek refuge in Allih
from such beliefs!

Allah said in the Quran,

-
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“They madc not a just estimate of Alldh such as is due to
Him. And on the Day of Resurrection the whole of the earth
will be grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be rolled
up in His Right Hand. Glorified is He, and High is He above

all that they associate as partners with Him!”2%

Abu Hurairah % said, the Prophet # said,
Iolo ool ML Ul i sy §de Slglendl gy 2y ) e
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“Allah will grasp the whole earth and roll the heavens up with
His Right Hand, and then He will say, ‘T am The King;
where are the kings of the earth?’”2%

207 [az-Zumar 39:67]
208 Sahih al-Bukhari 6/126 hadith 4812, Sahih Mulim 4/2148 hadith 2787.
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9. Allah Descending

Allah is far greater than what many perceive, and from the signs
of His greatness is that He is far above His creation, separate and
distinct from it.

As for combining between the texts that state that Allah is
above His creation and that He descends to the heaven of the
earth in the last third of the night, then it is possible and there is
no contradiction.

The important rule that Sheikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah
(may Allih have mercy on him) pointed out in his book A/-A4/
wan-Naql (1/43,44) which is mentioned in the previous chapter
can be applied here. |

The two evidences we have here are both certain
evidences, the first is affirming that Allah is above His creation
and the second is that He descends to the heaven of the earth in
the last third of the night.

Any type of contradiction here is impossible and would imply

one of the following;

1) One of the proofs must be lifted, so He is either not
above His creation or that He does not descend to the
heaven of the earth. Both of these are impossible because
it would require us to reject one of the cerrain evidences.

2) We accept both evidences while they contradict, this is
also impossible, for the speech of Allah and His
Messenger # do not contradict, and claiming they
contradict is heresy and disbelief because the speech of the
Prophet # is revelation from Allah.

Allah said in the Quran:

>
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9. Allih Descending

“Nor does he (may the peace and blessings of Allzh be
upon him) speak of (his own) desire. It is only a

revelation revealed.”?%

So claiming there is contradiction is claiming that Allah
has contradicted Himself in His revelation.

These are the possible outcomes if we assume these evidences
contradict.

The other option is that the assumption is incorrect and
the two certain evidences do not contradict. By following this
method the person has preserved his religion and accepted both;
the verses of the Quran and the Sunnah of the Propher .

Sheikh Muhammad bin Salih al-‘Uthaimeen (may Allah

have mercy on him) said,
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“Combining between them is from two aspects:

1) The texts (Quran and Sunnah) have combined between
them and they would never come with something that is
impossible, as has proceeded.

2) Nothing is similar to Allah or any of His attributes. His
descending is not like the descending of the creation, for it to

209 [an-Najm 53:3-4]
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9. Allah Descending

be said that it contradicts Him being high above His
creation. And Allah knows best. !’

When the pious predecessors of this religion were asked about
Allah being above His creation and descending in the last third of
the night, they affirmed it without hesitation.

The following are a few of their statements:

ISHAQ_ BIN RAHAWAIH (MAY ALLAH HAVE
MERCY ON HIM) D.238 A.H.
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Ibn Abi Silib said to Ishdaq bin Rihawaih, “I disbelieve in a Lord

who descends from a heaven to a heaven.” So I (Ishaq) said, T
believe in a Lord who does whatever He wills. !
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Ishaq (may Allah have mercy on him) said, ‘T entered upon ‘Ali bin

Tahir and he said, ‘what are these narrations, you believe thar Allih
descends to the heaven of the earth?’ I (Ishaq) said; Yes, the reliable

210 Eathu Rabbil-Bariyyah bi Talkhees al-Hamaweyyah 1/65.
211 3]-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/178.
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narrators that narrate the rulings narrated this. He (‘Ali) said, ‘He
descends and leaves His throne?’ So I (Ishdg) said; is He able to
descend without leaving His throne? He (‘Ali) said, ‘yes.” So I said, so
why do you talk about this?"'?

UTHMAN BIS SA’EED AD-DARIMI (MAY ALLAH
HAVE MERCY ON HIM) D.280 A.H.

Uthman bin Sa’eed ad-Darimi (may Allah have mercy on him)
said,
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“The One Who is able to descend on Yawm al-Qiyamah from all the

heavens to judge between His slaves is able to descend every night

from a heaven to a heaven. If these people reject the statements of the

Prophet () regarding Allah descending, what do they do about the
statements of Allah (regarding His judging between His slaves)?’*"3

212 3]-‘Uloo lil-‘Aly al-Ghaffar 1/177.
213 ar-Rad ‘ala al-Jahmiyyah by ad-Dairimi 1/74.
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9. Allih Descending

ABU UTHMAN ISMA’IL BIN ‘ABDIRRAHMAN AN-
NAYSABOORI (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON
HIM) D.449 A.H.
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Abu Uthman (may Allih have mercy on him) said, “The people of
Hadith affirm that Allah descends every night to the heaven of the
earth without likening His descending to the descending of the
creation, and without asking how He descends. They affirm that
which His Messenger () has affirmed without exceeding it. And
they take the authentic narrations regarding it in accordance to their

apparent meaning. 214

And there are many other narrations from the scholars of al-Islam
affirming Allih being above His creation and Him descending to
the heaven of the world.

As for the hadith where Abu Hurairah & said, the
Messenger of Allah 4 said,
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214 Sharh Hadith an-Nuzool 1/50-51.
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“Our Lord, the Blessed, the Superior, descends every night in
the last third of the night to the heaven of the world and says,
‘is there anyone who invokes Me, that I may respond to his
invocation; Is there anyone who asks Me for something that I
may give it to him; Is there anyone who asks My forgiveness
that I may forgive him?’”%!?

Some claim that this hadith does not prove that Allah descends.
They claim that whart actually descends here is either:

1) The command of Allah

2) The mercy of Allah

3) The angels

There are many ways of refuting this claim and from amongst
them are;

a) The apparent meaning of the hadith says that Allah is the
One Who is descending and there is no evidence rto
suggest otherwise.

b) Those who claim that what descends is either one of the
three things that they have mentioned have no evidence
to support their claim, and due to this, their statements
are contradictory. Hence they cannot unite upon one

belief.

Allah said,
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215 Gahih al-Bukhari 9/143 hadith 7494, Sahih Muslim 1/521 hadith 758.
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Had it been from other than Allih, they would surely
have found therein many contradictions.*'¢

As for their claim that it refers to the command of Allah,
then this is incorrect because the command of Allih is not
specific to the last third of the night.

As for their claim that it refers to the mercy of Allah, then
this is a clear lie against Allah, for He is the Most Merciful
and His Mercy extends to the creation throughout the
day and night. If this hadith was referring to the mercy of
Allzh, then what benefit would the creation receive from
the mercy of Allah descending to the heaven of the world
and not the world itself?

As for their claim thar it refers to the angels, then this is
disbelief for they are accusing the Prophet # of
propagating shirk!?”” How can the angels ask, “Is there
anyone who invokes Me, that I may respond to his
invocation; Is there anyone who asks Me for
something that I may give it to him; Is there anyone
who asks My forgiveness that I may forgive him?”2!

This hadith is a clear proof for AhlusSunnah wal-Jama’ah and

those who have deviated have no evidence to suggest otherwise.

216 [an-Nisa 4:82]
217 Shirk is to associate partners with Allah.

218 Sharh al-‘Aqeedah al-Waisitiyyah by Sheikh Muhammad bin Silih al-
‘Uthaimeen 2/15.
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As for how Allah descends, then this is unknown and asking

about it is an innovation. There are three ways a person can come
to know the reality of something;

1) It has been explained to him

2) He has seen it

3) He has seen something similar to it*"?

Allah has not informed the creation about how He descends. We
have not seen Allah and there is nothing similar to Him so we
cannot compare the descending of any of the creation to the
descending of Allah. After this has become clear, it shows that
there is no possible way to know how Allih descends, so this is a

matter that we refrain from speaking about as has been
mentioned by the pious predecessors.

219 See at-Tadmuriyyah 1/56.
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CONCLUSION

The belief that Allah is above the heavens, above His throne, that

He is separate and distinct from His creation, is the creed of those

that Allah has blessed and chosen from His rightly guided slaves.
The Prophets, Messengers, companions and those who

have followed their path have all united upon the belief that Allah

is above His creation.
There are hundreds of evidences if not thousands proving

the Highness of Allah above His creation. The true believer who
reads this book with an open mind will know and have cerrainry
that this is the belief of AhlusSunnah wal-Jama’ah, and will have
enough evidences to call to the way of the Propher %, his
companions # and those who followed them.

I call everyone to the belief of AhlusSunnah wal-Jama’ah,
the belief of the saved sect, the belief of the Prophet and his
companions, and to leave the teachings of those who have left the

path of Allah and His Messenger .
I pray to Allah that this book brings benefit to the

ummabh, that it, by the permission of Allah guides the Muslims
from darkness into light, and unites us all upon the creed of
Muhammad # and his companions .

And may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon
Muhammad, the son of ‘Abdullah, his family, his companions,
and all the Muslims who traverse their path. And Allih knows

best.
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